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SENATE BI LL 5307

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Milliken, Finkbeiner, Stevens, MCaslin, Hale and Esser

Read first tinme 01/22/2003. Referred to Commttee on Land Use &
Pl anni ng.

AN ACT Relating to permt tinelines; and adding a new section to
chapter 36. 70B RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsection is added to chapter 36. 70B RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Except as otherwi se provided in subsection (2) of this section,
a |l ocal governnent planni ng under RCW36. 70A. 040 shall issue its notice
of final decision on a project permt application within one hundred
twenty days after the | ocal governnment notifies the applicant that the
application is conplete, as provided in RCW36. 70B. 070. I n determ ni ng
the nunber of days that have elapsed after the |ocal governnent has
notified the applicant that the application is conplete, the foll ow ng
peri ods are excl uded:

(a) Any period during which the applicant has been requested by the
| ocal governnment to correct plans, performrequired studies, or provide
addi tional required information. The period nust be cal culated from
the date the | ocal governnent notifies the applicant of the need for
additional information until the earlier of the date the |ocal
gover nnment determ nes whet her the additional information satisfies the
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request for information or fourteen days after the date the information
has been provided to the |ocal governnent. If the | ocal governnent
determines that the information submtted by the applicant s
insufficient, it shall notify the applicant of the deficiencies and the
procedures apply as if a new request for studies had been nade. In no
event may the total tine period allowed for additional information
extend for nore than sixty days fromthe date of original notification
to the applicant by the Ilocal governnment requiring additional
information, unless otherwise agreed in witing by the applicant and
the | ocal governnent;

(b) Any period during which an environnental inpact statenent is
bei ng prepared follow ng a determ nation of significance under chapter
43.21C RCW if the local governnent by ordinance or resolution has
established tinme periods for conpletion of environnental i npact
statenents, or if the local governnent and the applicant in witing
agree to a tinme period for conpletion of an environnmental i npact
statement ;

(c) Any period for admi nistrative appeals of project permts, if an
open record appeal hearing or a closed record appeal, or both, are
al | owed. The 1ocal governnent by ordinance or resolution shal
establish a tinme period to consider and deci de such appeals. The tine
period may not exceed: (i) N nety days for an open record appea
hearing; and (ii) sixty days for a closed record appeal. Al parties
to an appeal may agree to extend these tine periods; and

(d) Any extension of time nmutually agreed upon by the applicant and
the | ocal governnent.

(2) The time limts established by subsection (1) of this section
do not apply if a project permt application:

(a) Requires an anendnent to the conprehensive plan or a
devel opnent regul ati on;

(b) Requires approval of a new fully contained community as
provi ded in RCW 36. 70A. 350, a master planned resort as provided in RCW
36. 70A. 360, or the siting of an essential public facility as provided
in RCW 36. 70A. 200; or

(c) Is substantially revised by the applicant, in which case the
time period nust start from the date at which the revised project
application is determ ned to be conpl ete under RCW 36. 70B. 070.
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(3) If the local governnent is unable to issue its final decision
wWithinthe tine limts provided for in this section, the project permt
application nust be deened approved. If no notice of final decisionis
issued to the applicant by the |ocal governnment under RCW 36. 70B. 130,
then the witten determnation of conplete application under RCW
36. 70B. 070 is conclusive evidence of project approval as of the date
when the project is deenmed approved.

(4) This section applies to project permt applications filed on or
after January 1, 2004.

(5) An advisory group nust be established by the l|egislature to
review the procedures in this chapter and to nmake recommendations to
the legislature concerning nodifications to those procedures. The
advi sory group consists of: Two nmenbers of the senate representing the
two major political parties, appointed by the president of the senate;
two nenbers of the house of representatives representing the two mgjor
political parties, appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives, and eight nenbers, appointed jointly by the president
of the senate and the speaker of the house of representatives
reflecting the interests of business, agriculture, Ilabor, the
environment, property owners, neighborhood groups, cities, counties,
and federally recognized Indian tribes. Menbers nust have substanti al
experience in matters relating to land use and environnmental planning
and requlation, and have the ability to work toward cooperative
solutions anong diverse interests. Staff for the advisory group nust
be provided by state agencies and the |egislature, as may be required.

--- END ---
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