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S-0540.1

SENATE BI LL 5287

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Fraser, Jacobsen, Kline and Kohl-Wl |l es

Read first time 01/21/2003. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Energy & Water.

AN ACT Relating to recogni zing i nterests based upon federal laws in
t he managenent of state waters; and anendi ng RCW 90. 54. 020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 90.54.020 and 1997 c 442 s 201 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Utilization and managenent of the waters of the state shall be
gui ded by the follow ng general declaration of fundanentals:

(1) Uses of water for donmestic, stock watering, industrial,
commercial, agricultural, irrigation, hydroelectric power production,
mning, fish and wildlife maintenance and enhancenent, recreational
and thernal power production  purposes, and preservation of
envi ronment al and aesthetic values, and all other uses conpatible with
the enjoynment of the public waters of the state, are declared to be
benefi ci al .

(2) Allocation of waters anong potential uses and users shall be
based generally on the securing of the nmaxi mum net benefits for the
people of the state. Maxi mum net benefits shall constitute total
benefits | ess costs including opportunities |ost.
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(3) The state recognizes and seeks to integrate the interests
enconpassed by federal reserved rights, rights secured to Indian tribes
under federal treaties, and applicable requirenents of federal |aw.

(4) The quality of the natural environnent shall be protected and,
wher e possi bl e, enhanced as fol |l ows:

(a) Perennial rivers and streans of the state shall be retained
wth base flows necessary to provide for preservation of wldlife,
fish, sceni c, aesthetic and other envi ronnent al val ues, and
navi gati onal values. Lakes and ponds shall be retained substantially
in their natural condition. Wthdrawals of water which would conflict
therewith shall be authorized only in those situations where it is
clear that overriding considerations of the public interest will be
served.

(b) Waters of the state shall be of high quality. Regar dl ess of
the quality of the waters of the state, all wastes and other materials
and substances proposed for entry into said waters shall be provided
with all known, avail able, and reasonabl e nethods of treatnment prior to
entry. Notw thstanding that standards of quality established for the
waters of the state would not be violated, wastes and other materials
and substances shall not be allowed to enter such waters which wll
reduce the existing quality thereof, except in those situations where
it is clear that overriding considerations of the public interest wll
be served. Technol ogy-based effluent limtations or standards for
di scharges for nunicipal water treatnent plants |ocated on the
Chehalis, Colunbia, Cowitz, Lewis, or Skagit river shall be adjusted
to reflect credit for substances renmoved from the plant intake water
if:

(1) The municipality denonstrates that the intake water is drawn
fromthe sanme body of water into which the discharge is nade; and

(1i) The nmunicipality denonstrates that no violation of receiving
wat er quality standards or appreciable environnental degradation wll
resul t.

((4)) (5) The developnent of nultipurpose water storage
facilities shall be a high priority for prograns of water allocation,
pl anni ng, managenent, and efficiency. The departnent, other state
agenci es, local governnents, and planning units formed under section
107 or 108 ((ef—this—aet)), chapter 442, lLaws of 1997 shall evaluate
the potential for the devel opnent of new storage projects and the
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benefits and effects of storage in reducing danage to stream banks and
property, increasing the use of l|and, providing water for municipal

i ndustrial, agricultural, power generation, and other beneficial uses,
and inproving stream flow reginmes for fisheries and other instream
uses.

((65))) (6) Adequate and safe supplies of water shall be preserved
and protected in potable condition to satisfy human donestic needs.

((66))) (7). Multiple-purpose inpoundnment structures are to be
preferred over single-purpose structures. Due regard shall be given to
means and nethods for protection of fishery resources in the planning
for and construction of water inpoundnment structures and other
artificial obstructions.

((6H)) (8) Federal, state, and |ocal governnents, individuals,
corporations, groups and other entities shall be encouraged to carry
out practices of conservation as they relate to the use of the waters
of the state. In addition to traditional devel opnment approaches,
i nproved water use efficiency and conservation shall be enphasized in
t he managenent of the state's water resources and in sone cases will be
a potential new source of water with which to neet future needs
t hroughout the state.

((68))) (9) Devel opnment of water supply systens, whether publicly
or privately owned, which provide water to the public generally in
regional areas within the state shall be encouraged. Devel opnent of
wat er supply systens for nmultiple donestic use which will not serve the
public generally shall be discouraged where water supplies are
avai l able fromwater systens serving the public.

((69Y)) (10) Full recognition shall be given in the adm nistration
of water allocation and use prograns to the natural interrelationships
of surface and ground waters.

((£28))) (11) Expressions of the public interest will be sought at
all stages of water planning and all ocation discussions.

((3H)) (12) water managenent prograns, including but not limted
to, water quality, flood control, drainage, erosion control and storm
runoff are deenmed to be in the public interest.

~-- END ---
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