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SENATE BI LL 5204

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Cke, Doumt, T. Sheldon, Jacobsen, Swecker, Kohl-Wlles
and Esser; by request of Departnent of Fish and Wldlife

Read first tine 01/17/2003. Referred to Commttee on Parks, Fish &
Wlidlife.

AN ACT Relating to enhancing watchable wldlife activities;
anendi ng RCW 77.12. 170 and 77.32.380; adding a new section to chapter
77.32 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that healthy wildlife
popul ations significantly contribute to the economc vitality of
Washi ngton's rural areas through increased opportunities for watchable
wldlife and related tourism Travel related to watchable wildlife is
one of the fastest growi ng segnents of the travel industry. Much of
this travel occurs off-season, creating jobs and providing revenue to
| ocal businesses and governnents during otherw se slow periods. The
wat chable wildlife industry is particularly inportant to Washington's
rural econom es.

The legislature also finds that it is vital to support prograns
that enhance watchable wldlife activities and tourism while also
protecting the wildlife resources that attract the viewers. A revenue
source nust be created and directed to the watchable wildlife prograns
of the departnent of fish and wildlife to develop watchable wildlife
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opportunities in cooperation with other |local, state, and federal
agenci es, and nongovernnental organi zations.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 77.32 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent may sell watchable wildlife decals. Proceeds
fromthe sale of the decal nust be deposited into the state wildlife
fund created in RCW 77.12. 170 and nust be dedicated to the support of
the departnent's watchable wildlife activities. The departnent may
al so use proceeds fromthe sale of the decal for marketing the deca
and for marketing watchable wildlife activities in the state.

(2) The term "watchable wldlife activities" includes but is not
limted to: Initiating partnerships with comunities to jointly
devel op watchable wildlife projects, building infrastructure to serve
wildlife viewers, assisting and training conmunities in conducting
wildlife watching events, developing destination wldlife view ng
corridors and trails, tours, maps, brochures, and travel aides, and
offering grants to assist rural communities in identifying key wildlife
attractions and ways to protect and pronote them

(3) The comm ssion nust adopt by rule the cost of the watchable
wildlife decal. A person may, at their discretion, contribute nore
than the cost as set by the commssion by rule for the watchable
wildlife decal in order to support watchable wldlife activities. A
person who purchases a watchable wldlife decal nust be issued one
vehicle use permt free of charge.

Sec. 3. RCW77.12.170 and 2001 ¢ 253 s 15 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) There is established in the state treasury the state wildlife
fund which consists of noneys received from

(a) Rentals or concessions of the departnent;

(b) The sale of real or personal property held for departnent
pur poses;

(c) The sale of licenses, permts, tags, and stanps required by
chapter 77.32 RCW and RCW 77.65.490, except annual resident adult
saltwater and all shellfish |icenses, which shall be deposited into the
state general fund;

(d) Fees for informational materials published by the departnent;
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(e) Fees for personalized vehicle license plates as provided in
chapter 46.16 RCW

(f) Articles or wildlife sold by the director under this title;

(g) Conpensation for damage to departnment property or wildlife
| osses or contributions, gifts, or grants received under RCW77.12. 320
((er—77-32-380));

(h) Excise tax on anadronous gane fish collected under chapter
82. 27 RCW

(1) The sale of personal property seized by the departnent for
fish, shellfish, or wildlife violations; ((anrd))

(Jj) The departnent's share of revenues from auctions and raffles
aut hori zed by the comm ssion;, _and

(k) The sale of watchable wildlife decals under section 2 of this
act .

(2) State and county officers receiving any noneys listed in
subsection (1) of this section shall deposit themin the state treasury
to be credited to the state wildlife fund.

Sec. 4. RCW77.32.380 and 2001 ¢ 243 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Persons who enter upon or use clearly identified departnent
i nproved access facilities with a notor vehicle nay be required to
display a current annual fish and wildlife | ands vehicle use permt on
the notor vehicle while within or while using an inproved access
facility. An "inproved access facility" is a clearly identified area
specifically created for notor vehicle parking, and includes any boat
| aunch or boat ranp associated with the parking area, but does not
i nclude the departnment parking facilities at the Gorge Concert Center
near George, Washington. One vehicle use permt shall be issued at no
charge with an initial purchase of either an annual saltwater,
freshwater, conbination, small gane hunting, big ganme hunting, or
trapping license, or a wldlife stewardship decal, issued by the
departnment. The annual fee for a fish and wildlife |ands vehicle use
permt, if purchased separately, is ten dollars. A person to whomthe
departnent has issued a vehicle use permt or who has purchased a
vehicle use permt separately may purchase additional vehicle use
permts fromthe departnment at a cost of five dollars per vehicle use
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permt. Revenue derived from the sale of fish and wldlife I|ands
vehicle use permts shall be used solely for the stewardship and
mai nt enance of departmnent inproved access facilities.

Yout h groups nmay use departnent inproved access facilities wthout
possessing a vehicle use permt when acconpanied by a vehicle use
permt hol der.

( { Fhe—department—mray—accept—contributtons—into—the—state—wtdhte

ol _ shald . T il dlifel I hi el
' -) )

(2) The vehicle use permt nust be displayed fromthe interior of
the notor vehicle so that it is clearly visible from outside of the
notor vehicle before entering upon or using the notor vehicle on a
departnent inproved access facility. The vehicle use permt can be
transferred between two vehicles and nust contain space for the vehicle
i cense nunbers of each vehicle.

(3) Failure to display the fish and wildlife |ands vehicle use
permt if required by this section is an infraction under chapter 7.84
RCW and departnment enployees are authorized to issue a notice of
infraction to the registered ower of any notor vehicle entering upon
or using a departnent inproved access facility w thout such a vehicle
use permt. The penalty for failure to clearly display the vehicle use
permt is sixty-six dollars. This penalty is reduced to thirty dollars
if the registered owner provides proof to the court that he or she
purchased a vehicle use permt within fifteen days after the issuance
of the notice of violation.

~-- END ---
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