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S-0543. 3

SENATE BI LL 5200

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Roach, Benton, Swecker, Finkbeiner, Stevens and Sheahan

Read first time 01/17/2003. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to height restrictions on amateur radi o antennas;
and anendi ng RCW 35. 21. 315, 35A. 21.260, and 36. 32. 600.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW35.21.315 and 1994 ¢ 50 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

No city or town shall enact or enforce an ordi nance or regulation
that fails to conformto the limted preenption entitled "Amateur Radio
Preenpti on, 101 FCC 2nd 952 (1985)" issued by the federa
conmmuni cati ons conm ssi on. An ordinance or regulation adopted by a
city or towmn with respect to amateur radio antennas shall conformto
the limted federal preenption, that states |ocal regulations that
i nvol ve pl acenent, screening, or height of antennas based on health
safety, or aesthetic considerations nust be crafted to reasonably
accommodat e amateur communications, and to represent the m ninal
practicable regulation to acconplish the local authority's legitimte
pur pose. However, no city or town shall restrict an amateur radio
antenna height to less than seventy feet unless the restriction is

necessary to achieve a clearly defined health, safety, or aesthetic

consideration, and the city or town finds that these consi derati ons are
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of greater benefit toits citizenry than the val ue the proposed ant enna

would add to the ability of the amateur radio network to fulfill its
mssion as part of the state and |[ocal energency nanagement
or gani zati ons, i ncl udi ng t he pr ovi Si on of back-up ener gency

conmuni cati ons coverage w thout gaps for the entire state.

Sec. 2. RCW35A 21.260 and 1994 ¢ 50 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

No code city shall enact or enforce an ordi nance or regul ation that
fails to conform to the Ilimted preenption entitled "Amateur Radio
Preenpti on, 101 FCC 2nd 952 (1985)" issued by the federa
conmmuni cati ons conm ssi on. An ordi nance or regulation adopted by a
code city with respect to amateur radio antennas shall conformto the
limted federal preenption, that states |ocal regulations that involve
pl acenment, screening, or height of antennas based on health, safety, or
aesthetic considerations nust be crafted to reasonably accommodate
amat eur communications, and to represent the mniml practicable
regulation to acconplish the local authority's legitimte purpose.
However, no code city shall restrict an amateur radi o antenna height to
| ess than seventy feet unless the restriction is necessary to achieve
a clearly defined health, safety, or aesthetic consideration, and the
city or town finds that these considerations are of greater benefit to
its citizenry than the value the proposed antenna would add to the
ability of the amateur radio network to fulfill its mssion as part of
the state and | ocal energency nmanagenent organizations, including the
provi si on of back-up energency communi cations coverage w thout gaps for
the entire state.

Sec. 3. RCW 36.32.600 and 1994 ¢ 50 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

No county shall enact or enforce an ordinance or regulation that
fails to conform to the Ilimted preenption entitled "Amateur Radio
Preenpti on, 101 FCC 2nd 952 (1985)" issued by the federa
conmmuni cati ons comm Ssi on. An ordi nance or regulation adopted by a
county with respect to amateur radio antennas shall conform to the
limted federal preenption, that states |ocal regulations that involve
pl acenment, screening, or height of antennas based on health, safety, or
aesthetic considerations nust be crafted to reasonably accomodate
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amat eur communications, and to represent the mniml practicable
regulation to acconplish the local authority's legitimte purpose.
However, no county shall restrict an amateur radio antenna height to
|l ess than seventy feet unless the restriction is necessary to achieve
a clearly defined health, safety, or aesthetic consideration, and the
city or town finds that these considerations are of greater benefit to
its citizenry than the value the proposed antenna would add to the
ability of the amateur radio network to fulfill its mssion as part of
the state and | ocal energency managenent organi zations, including the
provi sion of back-up energency conmmuni cati ons coverage w thout gaps for
the entire state.

~-- END ---
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