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S-0047.1

SENATE BI LL 5084

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Stevens, Swecker, Milliken and Honeyford

Read first time 01/15/2003. Referred to Coonmittee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to selection of jurors; anending RCW 2.36.010
2.36.054, 2.36.055, 2.36.065, and 2.36.070; and repealing RCW 2. 36. 057
and 2. 36.0571.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW2.36.010 and 1993 c 408 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unless the context clearly requires otherw se the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) A jury is a body of persons tenporarily selected from the
qualified inhabitants of a particular district, and invested wth
power - -

(a) To present or indict a person for a public offense.

(b) To try a question of fact.

(2) "Court" when used wthout further qualification neans any
superior court or court of I|imted jurisdiction in the state of
Washi ngt on.

(3) "Judge" neans every judicial officer authorized to hold or
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presi de over a court. For purposes of this chapter "judge" does not
i ncl ude court conm ssioners or referees.

(4) "Juror" means any person sunmoned for service on a petit jury,
grand jury, or jury of inquest as defined in this chapter.

(5) "Grand jury" nmeans those twel ve persons inpanel ed by a superior
court to hear, examne, and investigate evidence concerning crimna
activity and corruption.

(6) "Petit jury" means a body of persons twelve or |less in nunber
in the superior court and six in nunber in courts of Ilimted
jurisdiction, drawn by lot fromthe jurors in attendance upon the court
at a particular session, and sworn to try and determ ne a question of
fact.

(7) "Jury of inquest” neans a body of persons six or fewer in
nunber, but not fewer than four persons, sumoned before the coroner or
other mnisterial officer, to inquire of particular facts.

(8) "Jury source list" nmeans the list of all registered voters for
any county((,—nerged—wth—atist—of |icenseddrivers—and-identicard
holders—who—restde—in—the—county) ) . The list shall specify each

person's nanme and residence address and conformto the methodol ogy and
st andards set pursuant to the provisions of RCW2.36.054 or by suprene
court rule. The list shall be filed with the superior court by the
county auditor.

(9) "Master jury list" neans the list of prospective jurors from
whi ch jurors summoned to serve will be randomy selected. The nmaster
jury list shall be either randomy selected fromthe jury source |ist
or may be an exact duplicate of the jury source list.

(10) "Jury term neans a period of tinme of one or nore days, not
exceedi ng one nonth, during which summoned jurors nust be available to
report for juror service.

(11) "Juror service" nmeans the period of tine a juror is required
to be present at the court facility. This period of tinme my not
extend beyond the end of the jury term and may not exceed two weeks,
except to conplete a trial to which the juror was assigned during the
t wo- week peri od.

(12) "Jury panel” nmeans those persons randomy selected for jury
service for a particular jury term
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Sec. 2. RCW2.36.054 and 1993 c 408 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess otherw se specified by rule of the suprene court, the jury
source list and master jury list for each county shall be created as
provi ded by this section.

(1) ((The superior couwrt of each county, after consultation with

I Lerl I ' : I urisdietion: hall
] v I I C in . . | I
I : I . I . " . ¥
I . w I . ¥ I . w
Hre—departent—of—+nformabi-on—serviees—) ) The departnent of

information services shall annually furnish at no charge to the
superior court of each county a ((separate)) list of the registered
voters residing in that county as supplied annually by the secretary of

stubseet+on)). The list((s)) provided by the departnent of information
services shall be in an electronic format nutually agreed upon by the
superior court requesting it and the departnment of information

servi ces. The ((annual—rerger—ot—the—H-st—ol—registered—voters
i . I o I ¥ T L dri I
+denttecard—holders—rest-ding—inr—each—county—to—torn)) formation of a

jury source list for each county shall be in accordance with the
st andards and net hodol ogy established in this chapter or by superseding

court rule ((whether the nmerger is acconplished by the departnent of
information services or by a county)).

(2) Persons on the lists of registered voters ((anrd—drver—s
H-eense—and—identiecard—hoelders)) shall be identified by a m nimum of
| ast nanme, first nane, mddle initial where avail able, date of birth,

gender, and county of residence. ((bdentifying information shall be
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Sec. 3. RCW2.36.055 and 1993 ¢ 408 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

The superior court at |east annually shall cause a jury source |ist
to be conpiled froma list of all registered voters ((anrd—a—t+st—of
H-ecensed—drivers—andidenticardhelders)) residing in the county.

The superior court wupon receipt of the jury source list shal
conpile a master jury list. The master jury list shall be certified by
the superior court and filed wwth the county clerk. Al previous jury
source lists and master jury lists shall be superseded. 1In the event
that, for any reason, a county's jury source list is not tinely created
and available for use at |east annually, the nost recent previously
conpiled jury source list for that county shall be used by the courts
of that county on an energency basis only for the shortest period of
time until a current jury source list is created and avail able for use.

Upon recei pt of amendnents to the list of registered voters ((and
H-ecensed—drivers—and—identicard—holders)) residing in the county the
superior court may update the jury source list and master jury list as
mai nt ai ned by the county clerk accordingly.

Sec. 4. RCW 2.36.065 and 1993 ¢ 408 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

It shall be the duty of the judges of the superior court to ensure
conti nued random sel ection of the master jury list and jury panel s((+

H-ecensed—dr+vers—and—+dentiecard—holders—oar—Boeth)). The judges shal
review the process fromtinme to tine and shall cause to be kept on file
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with the county clerk a description of the jury sel ection process. Any
person who desires may inspect this description in ((satd)) the county
clerk's office.

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as requiring uniform
equi pnent or nethod throughout the state, so long as fair and random
selection of the master jury list and jury panels is achieved.

Sec. 5. RCW2.36.070 and 1988 c 188 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

A person shall be conpetent to serve as a juror in the state of
Washi ngton unl ess that person:

(1) I's less than ei ghteen years of age;

(2) I's not a citizen of the United States;

(3) Is not a resident of the county in which he or she has been
sumoned to serve,;

(4) Is not a reqgistered voter of the county in which he or she has
been summoned to serve;

(5) Is not able to communicate in the English | anguage; or

((65))) (6) Has been convicted of a felony and has not had his or
her civil rights restored.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. The follow ng acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:

(1) RCW 2.36.057 (Expanded jury source list--Court rules) and 1993
c 408 s 1; and

(2) RCW 2.36.0571 (Jury source list--Master jury |ist--Adoption of
rules for inplenentation of nethodol ogy and standards by agencies) and
1993 c 408 s 2.

~-- END ---

p. 5 SB 5084



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.
	Section 4.
	Section 5.
	Section 6.

