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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4044

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Ronmero, Dickerson, Meller, OBrien, Santos,
Lovi ck, Dunshee, Mlntire, Kenney, Hunter, Chase, Cibborn, Ruderman,
Vel oria, Hudgins, MCoy, Darneille, Sinpson, G, Upthegrove, Lantz,
Hunt and Wod

Read first time 02/02/2004. Referred to Committee on Fisheries,
Ecol ogy & Parks.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, Washington state is the gateway to Al aska, with our fates
intertwi ned and our econom es, people, and ecol ogi es interdependent;
and

VWHEREAS, Workers in Washington state depend upon the healthy
wildlife protected by the National WIdlife Refuge System established
by President Theodore Roosevelt when he visited Pelican Island a
hundred years ago; and

VWHEREAS, Qur wildlife refuge system has grown through the work of
common Anericans wi th uncomon dedi cati on and perseverance; and

VWHEREAS, The refuges now nunber nore than 500 and cover every
state; and

VWHEREAS, Here in Washington state, volunteers work hard to protect
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the wildlife refuge lands at the N squally River, WIIlapa Bay, the
Hanf ord Reach, and other inportant |ocations throughout our state; and

VWHEREAS, Hunters, birdwatchers, kayakers, and hikers all enjoy the
benefits of these wildlife refuges; and

VWHEREAS, Anericans built this refuge system because of their |ove
of wildlife and the prom se nade by Congress that it would serve as a
good steward of those |ands; and

WHEREAS, Congress and the Bush Adm nistration is breaking that
prom se by authorizing a massive oil drilling operation in the Arctic
National WIldlife Refuge; and

VWHEREAS, This breach of trust underm nes 100 years of cooperation
and progress;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
federal governnent abandon plans to open any national wildlife refuge,
including the Arctic WIdlife National Ref uge, to industrial
devel opnment |ike drilling or mning.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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