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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4012

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives M/ oscia, Del vi n, Di ckerson, Bol dt, Chase,
Moel | er, Edwards, Haigh, Pettigrew, Benson, Veloria, Kagi and Schual -
Ber ke

Read first time 02/10/2003. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Servi ces.

TO THE HONORABLE LEG SLATI VE AUTHORI TI ES OF THE COUNTI ES AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS OF WASHI NGTON STATE:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The effect of child sexual abuse on victins is devastating
and the subsequent investigation, prosecution, and advocacy i nvol ving
child victins should be inplenented in a manner so as to not further
traumati ze victi ns;

WHEREAS, State guidelines and protocols have been established
pursuant to chapter 389, Laws of 1999 (Senate Bill No. 5127); and

VWHEREAS, Children's Advocacy Centers are a nmnultidisciplinary
private-public partnership designed to inprove outcones for child
victinms of sexual abuse; and

WHEREAS, The purposes of Children's Advocacy Centers are to:

(1) Devel op, achi eve, and mai ntai n I nt er agency and
i nterprofessional cooperation and coordination in the investigation
treatnent, and prosecution of intrafamlial and extrafamlial child
sexual abuse cases;
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(2) Obtain evidence useful for both crimnal prosecution as well as
protection action in civil proceedings;

(3) Reduce to the absolute mninmum the nunber of interviews of
child sexual abuse victinse so as to mnimze revictimzation of the
chi l d;

(4) Coordinate the nedical and therapeutic treatnment program for
child sexual abuse victins and their nonoffending famly nenbers;

(5 Provide for a multidisciplinary team and case manhagenent
approach which is focused first on the alleged or suspected child
sexual abuse victims needs and conditions, second on the famly
menbers who are supportive of the child and whose interests are
consistent with the best interests of the child, and third on |aw
enforcenent and prosecutorial needs;

(6) Provide for training and continued education of skilled
professional interviewers and investigators of <child sexual abuse
victinms; and

(7) Serve as a focus of information and referral for child sexual
abuse; and

VWHEREAS, In recognition that child abuse is a conplex problem
Chil dren's Advocacy Centers may al so investigate cases involving other
forms of child abuse and negl ect;

NOW THEREFCORE, Your Menorialists respectfully encourage counties
and | ocal governnents to establish and adm nister a Children's Advocacy
Center which is a nenber of the National Children's Alliance to inprove
outcones for child victinms of sexual abuse;

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the legislative authorities of the counties and |oca
governnments of Washi ngton State.

~-- END ---
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