©O© 00 N o 0o b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

H 4533.1

HOUSE BI LL 3136

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives D. Sinpson, Chase, Sullivan and MCoy

Read first tine 01/28/2004. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to facilitating parental involvenent in education
for immgrant famlies; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that a l|large and
grow ng academ c gap exi sts between children who conme fromfamlies in
which English is the famlies' first |anguage and children from
immgrant famlies. The legislature also finds that parenta
involvenent in a child s education is one of the keys to overcom ng the
achi evenent gap. Research indicates that parental involvenent in
education leads to higher student achievenent, inproved graduation
rates, Dbetter attendance, and fewer discipline problens. The
| egi sl ature further finds that having school information and docunents
available in a famly's first |anguage would help that famly work in
partnership with their children's school.

The legislature intends to help school districts provide witten
materials in the | anguages nost commonly understood by | arge segnents
of the districts' parents.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. By October 31, 2005, the superintendent of
public instruction shall report to the governor and the |egislative
education and fiscal conmttees on the feasibility of having the state
provide direct support to school districts for school information
provided to parents and comunity nenbers in the |anguages nost
comonly understood by large segnents of the districts' immgrant
par ents. In preparing the report, the superintendent of public
instruction shall work in cooperation with the Washi ngton state school
directors association, organizations concerned wth the |anguage
barriers faced by imm grant parents, and ot her i nterested
organi zations, and shall consider the foll ow ng:

(1) The nunber of |anguages that are understood by |arge segnents
of immgrant parents throughout the state, in each first class
district, and in each educational service district;

(2) A recommended percentage of parents that could be used to
create a threshold over which school information and docunents should
be made available in an inmgrant famly's first | anguage;

(3) A set of strategies and best practices that districts m ght use
to communicate wth immgrant famlies, including strategies to
communicate in the famlies' first | anguages;

(4) The types of school information and docunents that should be
made available in an immgrant famly's first |anguage;

(5) The cost to school districts of providing school information in
the |anguages nost commonly understood by immgrant parents. The
funding i nformation should include an estinmate of current expenditures
and an estimte of any additional expenditures that m ght be required
to expand the nunmber of | anguages or the anmpbunt of translated nateri al
provided to i mm grant parents.

- END ---
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