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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3039

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Children & Famly Services (originally
sponsored by Representatives Delvin, Boldt, Kagi and Kenney)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 06/ 04.

AN ACT Rel ating to evaluation for identification of |ong-term needs
of children entering the foster care system and anending RCW
74. 14A. 050.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW74.14A.050 and 2003 ¢ 207 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

The secretary shall:

(1)(a) Consult with relevant qualified professionals to develop a
set of mninmum guidelines to be used for identifying all children who
are in a state-assisted support system whether at-hone or out-of-hone,
who are likely to need |l ong-termcare or assistance, because they face
physi cal, enotional, nedical, nental, or other |ong-termchall enges;

(b) The guidelines nust, at a mninmnum consider the follow ng
criteria for identifying children in need of long-term care or
assi st ance:

(1) Placenent within the foster care systemfor tw years or nore;

(i) Multiple foster care placenents;

(i11) Repeated unsuccessful efforts to be placed with a permanent
adoptive famly;

p. 1 SHB 3039



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WMNDNDNDNDNDNMNDNMNDNMNDNMNMNNMNMNMNMMNNREPRPRPPRPRPEPRPPEPRPPRPRPREPPR
N o oA WNEFE OO 0o NP WDNPE OO oo N O W DN BEe o

(1v) Chronic behavioral or educational problens;
(v) Repetitive crimnal acts or offenses;
(vi) Failure to conply with court-ordered disciplinary actions and

other inposed guidelines of Dbehavior, including drug and al cohol
rehabilitation; and
(vii) Chronic physical, enotional, nedical, nental, or other

simlar conditions necessitating |long-termcare or assistance;

(2) Devel op prograns that are necessary for the long-term care of
children and youth that are identified for the purposes of this
section. Prograns nust: (a) Effectively address the educational,
physi cal, enotional, nmental, and nedical needs of children and youth;
and (b) incorporate an array of famly support options, to individual
needs and choices of the child and famly. The prograns nust be ready
for inplenmentation by January 1, 1995;

(3) Conduct an evaluation of all children currently within the
foster care agency caseload to identify those children who neet the
criteria set forth in this section. Al children entering the foster
care system must be evaluated for identification of |ong-term needs
within thirty days of placenent, with the exception of evaluation of
nedi cal and educational needs, which nust be conducted within forty-
five days of placenent;

(4) As a result of the passage of chapter 232, Laws of 2000, the
departnent is conducting a pilot project to do a conparative analysis
of a variety of assessnent instrunments to determ ne the nost effective
tools and nethods for evaluation of children. The pilot project may
extend through August 31, 2001. The departnent shall report to the
appropriate commttees in the senate and house of representatives by
Septenber 30, 2001, on the results of the pilot project. The
departnent shall select an assessnent instrunment that can be
i npl emented within avail able resources. The departnent shall conplete
statew de inplenentation by Decenmber 31, 2001. The departnent shal
report to the appropriate commttees in the senate and house of
representatives on how the use of the selected assessnent instrunent
has affected departnment policies, by no |ater than Decenber 31, 2002,
Decenber 31, 2004, and Decenber 31, 2006;

(5) Use the assessnent tool devel oped pursuant to subsection (4) of
this section in making out-of-hone placenent decisions for children;
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(6) Each region of the departnent shall nake the appropriate nunber
of referrals to the foster care assessnent programto ensure that the
services offered by the programare used to the extent funded pursuant
to the departnent's contract with the program The departnent shall
report to the legislature by Novenber 30, 2000, on the nunber of

referrals, by region, to the foster care assessnment program If the
regions are not referring an adequate nunber of cases to the program
the departnment shall include in its report an explanation of what

action it is or has taken to ensure that the referrals are adequate;

(7) The departnent shall report to the |egislature by Decenber 15,
2000, on how it wll use the foster care assessnment program nodel to
assess children as they enter out-of-honme care;

(8) The departnment is to acconplish the tasks listed in subsections
(4) through (7) of this section within existing resources;

(9) Study and devel op a conprehensive plan for the evaluation and
identification of all children and youth in need of |ong-termcare or
assistance, including, but not I|imted to, the nentally ill,
devel opnental ly disabled, nedically fragile, seriously enotionally or
behavioral |l y di sabl ed, and physical ly inpaired;

(10) Study and develop a plan for the children and youth in need of
|l ong-term care or assistance to ensure the coordination of services
bet ween the departnent’'s divisions and between ot her state agenci es who
are involved wth the child or youth;

(11) Study and develop guidelines for transitional services,
bet ween | ong-term care prograns, based on the person's age or nental,
physi cal, enotional, or nmedical condition; and

(12) Study and develop a statutory proposal for the emancipation of
n nors.

--- END ---
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