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HOUSE BI LL 2958

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives OBrien, Carrell, Mrrell, Lantz, Lovick and
Rockef el | er

Read first tine 01/23/2004. Referred to Commttee on Crimnal
Justice & Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to mi ssing person reports; creating new sections;
and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there is no
uni form way anongst police agencies across the state for taking reports
on m ssing persons. Federal and state statutes require |ocal |aw
enforcenment agencies to imediately take m ssing person reports for
children and then file and enter that information into the state
m ssing person conputerized network after notification of a m ssing
child. However, there is no such consistent policy or requirenent for
cases invol ving m ssing adults.

Some |aw enforcenment agencies inpose waiting periods of up to
seventy-two hours before accepting a mssing adult report, others wl|l
only take a report if it is filed by a relative, and still others wl|
sinply decline to take a report if there are no signs that the m ssing
person i s endangered or if the person happens to live or disappear from
outside of their jurisdiction.

The legislature believes that, at a mnimum a witten or
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el ectronic report should be initiated for all reports of mssing
persons made to | aw enforcenent agencies across the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The Washington association of sheriffs and
police chiefs shall conduct a study on the practice of taking m ssing
person reports by |aw enforcenment agencies in Washington. The study
shal | :

(1) Determne the feasibility and costs to |ocal |aw enforcenent
agenci es for taking tel ephonic recordings of m ssing person reports;

(2) ldentify ways to elimnate waiting periods for |aw enforcenent
officers to take a report;

(3) Identify a way to track and enter information from such reports
into a state data base;

(4) ldentify ways to nore rapidly identify human renains;

(5) Identify ways for nore rapid prosecution of those convicted of
harm ng or ki dnapping a m ssing person;

(6) Ildentify what is currently in state and federal statutes
regardi ng how to handl e m ssing person reports;

(7) ldentify whether Ilocal |aw enforcenent agencies show any
consi stency of conpliance to current statutes; and

(8) Make recommendati ons on how to inprove how m ssing persons are
reported, how mssing reports are handled, how m ssing persons are
identified, and how human remai ns of m ssing persons are identified and
handl ed.

The study shall be submtted to the governor and |egislature by
Decenber 1, 2004.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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