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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2931

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Canpbel |, Schual - Ber ke, Rockefeller, Cody and Wl | ace)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 10/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to using the health professions account for
prof essional education and recruitnent and retention; anending RCW
43.70. 320; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there are

currently mllions of dollars in the health professions account that
could be used to inprove the quality of health care offered by health

pr of essi onal s, recruit and retain the nost qualified health
prof essionals, and protect the public from health professionals that
pose a risk to the safety of patients in Washington state. These

funds, however, are not accessible to the health care practitioners who
paid this noney to the account and they serve nobody when they remain
unused in an account. These funds nust be used to provide the maxi num
benefit to the professions that paid the fees and to protect the health
and safety of the patients that are served by these professions.

Sec. 2. RCW 43. 70. 320 and 1993 ¢ 492 s 411 are each anended to

read as foll ows:
(1) There is created in the state treasury an account to be known
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as the health professions account. All fees received by the departnent
for health professions |icenses, regi stration, certifications,
renewals, or examnations and the <civil penalties assessed and
col l ected by the departnent under RCW 18.130. 190 shall be forwarded to
the state treasurer who shall <credit such noneys to the health
pr of essi ons account.

(2) Al expenses incurred in carrying out the health professions
licensing activities of the departnent shall be paid fromthe account
as authorized by |egislative appropriation. Any residue in the account
shall be accurmul ated and shall not revert to the general fund at the
end of the biennium

(3) The secretary shall biennially prepare a budget request based
on the anticipated costs of admnistering the health professions
licensing activities of the departnent which shall include the
estimated i ncone from health professions fees.

(4) The board or comm ssion of any individual health profession
listed in ROW18.130.040(2)(b), in consultation with the secretary, may
spend resources that exceed the cost of adm nistering and naintaining
that profession's program The secretary is responsible for
determ ning whether an individual profession neets this requirenent.
Funds may be spent to support activities that pronote efforts affecting
the profession and the patients that they serve including, expediting
the processing and investigation of conplaints of unprofessional
conduct, hiring additional staff to investigate and adjudicate
conplaints of unprofessional conduct, assuring conpliance with orders
of the board or conmssion as necessary to protect the public,
upgradi ng systens and resources to accelerate the disciplinary process,

and recruiting and retaining quality health care providers. As part of
the departnment's biennial budget request, the secretary shall request
an appropriation for the purposes of implenenting this subsection.

~-- END ---
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