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HOUSE BI LL 2792

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kagi, Boldt, D ckerson, Shabro, Darneille, Roach
Pettigrew, Bailey, Cody, Mlintire, Moeller, Schual-Berke, Chase,
Kenney and Morrell

Read first tinme 01/20/2004. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Servi ces.

AN ACT Rel ating to collaborati on anong public and private providers
of child welfare services; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that both the
departnent of social and health services and community-based agencies
play integral roles in protecting and supporting vul nerable children
and youth throughout the state. By strengthening collaboration on
deci sion making and service delivery, the departnment and community-
based agencies can inprove services for famlies by ensuring consistent
availability and inplenmentation of progranms throughout the state and
can ensure the best utilization of available funds to neet the needs of
Washi ngton's fam i es.

The legislature further finds that there is a growng body of
research literature on proven services for famlies involved in the
child wel fare system Research can and shoul d gui de fundi ng deci si ons
in our comrunities, ensuring that proven strategies are utilized to
meet particul ar |ocal needs.

It is the intent of the legislature to establish a process to
ensure col | aboration of departnent of social and health services staff
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and community-based agency staff in the provision of services to
famlies involved in the child welfare system with a focus on
i npl ementi ng research-based practices across the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The departnent of social and health
services shall convene regional and |ocal departnent staff and
communi ty- based agency staff to develop recommended policies and
protocol s concerning the foll ow ng:

(a) Coll aborative decision making relating to both adm nistrative
processes and services provided to famlies, including, but not limted
to, contracting practices, referral practices, and resource all ocation;
and

(b) Integration of research-based practices into child welfare
t hroughout the state.

(2) The departnent of social and health services shall submt its
recommended policies and protocols devel oped pursuant to subsection (1)
of this section to the governor and the appropriate commttees of the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 2004.

~-- END ---
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