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HOUSE BI LL 2747

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Ahern, Lovick, Bush, OBrien, MIloscia, Crouse,
Hanki ns, MDonal d, Boldt, Skinner, Sunp, Holnmuist, Roach, MMhan,
Orcutt, Kristiansen, Pearson and N xon

Read first time 01/20/2004. Referred to Conmmttee on Technol ogy,
Tel ecommuni cati ons & Energy.

AN ACT Relating to providing internet software filters in
libraries; and addi ng new sections to chapter 43.07 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.07 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A conputer that:

(1) Is located in a lending library supported by public funds,
public school library or nedia arts center, or in the library of a
public institution of higher education;

(2) Can access the internet; and

(3) Is available for use by the public or students, or both;
must have its use policies determned by the facility's governing
board. The governing board nust adopt policies intended to reduce the
ability of the user to access web sites displaying erotic or sexually
explicit information or material as defined in chapter 9.68 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.07 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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(1)(a) Apilot programis established to assess the feasibility of
installing internet filtering software in libraries or institutions
subject to this act, if funding is avail able.

(b) The secretary of state nust inplenment this program and sel ect
appropriate filtering software. A mninumof three filtering software
prograns nust be tested.

(2) The secretary of state nust request institutions to voluntarily
participate in the pilot program Pilot areas shall be located in the
north, south, east, and west areas of the state. The secretary of
state must nmake every effort to ensure that one public school and one
public library in each area are selected. Participating institutions
must have filtering software in place or install recomrended filtering
software purchased by the state that incorporates web-filtering
technol ogy designed to elimnate or reduce the ability of the conputer
to access web sites displaying erotic or sexually explicit pictures or
any other obscene material as defined by law  Sel ected software nust
be able to distinguish between pornographic and obscene web sites and
medi cal research web sites.

(3) The secretary of state will evaluate this program The
eval uation nust be based on the programis ability to:

(a) Limt or restrict access to sources of information or inages
t hat are obscene incl udi ng hard-core pornography and child pornography;

(b) Limt or restrict access to sources of pornographic information
or inmages that could be harnful to m nors; and

(c) Successfully access and not filter legitimate research sites.

(4) Any person blocked from an internet site he or she believes
does not contain material that nmeets the criteria listed in subsection
(3)(a) or (b) of this section, and desires to access the internet site,
may request that the institution unblock the site. |If the institution
determnes the site does not contain material listed in subsection
(3)(a) or (b) of this section, the institution nust unblock the site.
An adult patron may request unfiltered access to the internet for
serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific purposes, and the
institution may tenporarily disable the blocking software for those
pur poses.

(5) Medical schools are exenpt fromthe pilot program

(6) The secretary of state nust prepare a report and
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them to the
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