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HOUSE BI LL 2723

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Mrris, Carrell, Kirby, Wod, Benson, Darneille,
Pearson, O Brien and Anderson

Read first tine 01/20/2004. Referred to Commttee on Crimnal
Justice & Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to prohibiting unauthorized operation of a
recording device in a notion picture exhibition facility; adding a new
chapter to Title 19 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) Wuoever, wthout the consent of the
owner or |essee of the notion picture exhibition facility and the
i censor of the notion picture being exhibited, know ngly operates an
audi ovi sual recording function of a device in a notion picture
exhibition facility is guilty of a crinme punishable under subsection
(5) of this section.

(2) The owner or lessee of a notion picture exhibition facility
where a notion picture is being exhibited, or the authorized agent or
enpl oyee of such owner or |essee, or the licensor of the notion picture
being exhibited or his or her agent or enployee, who alerts |aw
enforcenment authorities of an alleged violation of this section shal
not be liable in any civil action arising out of neasures taken by such
owner, |lessee, licensor, agent, or enployee in the course of
subsequently detaining a person that the owner, |essee, |icensor,
agent, or enployee in good faith believed to have violated this section
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while awaiting the arrival of |aw enforcenment authorities, unless the
plaintiff can show by clear and convinci ng evidence that such neasures
were nmanifestly unreasonable or the period of detention was
unr easonabl y | ong.

(3) This section does not prevent any lawfully authorized
investigative, law enforcenent protective, or intelligence gathering
enpl oyee or agent, of the state or federal governnent, from operating
any audiovisual recording device in any notion picture exhibition
facility where a notion picture is being exhibited, as part of lawully
aut hori zed investigative, protective, |aw enforcenent, or intelligence
gathering activities.

(4) This section does not apply to a person who operates an
audi ovi sual recording function of a device in a retail establishnent
solely to denonstrate the use of that device for sal es purposes.

(5)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, a violation of
this section is a gross m sdeneanor, punishable according to chapter
9A. 20 RCW

(b) A second or subsequent violation of this sectionis a class C
fel ony, punishable according to chapter 9A 20 RCW

(6) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Audiovisual recording function" means the capability of a
device to record or transmt a notion picture or any part thereof by
means of any technol ogy now known or | ater devel oped.

(b) "Motion picture exhibition facility" nmeans any theater,
screening room indoor or outdoor screening venue, auditorium
ballroom or other premses where notion pictures are publicly
exhi bited, regardl ess of whether an adm ssion fee is charged, but does
not include a personal residence.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. Section 1 of this act constitutes a new
chapter in Title 19 RCW

~-- END ---
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