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HOUSE BI LL 2707

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kenney, Priest, Sommers, Jarrett, MCoy, Chase and
Hudgi ns

Read first tine 01/20/2004. Referred to Conmttee on Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to higher education branch canpuses; anendi ng RCW
28B. 45. 020, 28B. 45. 030, 28B. 45.040, 28B. 45. 050, and 28B. 80.510; adding
new sections to chapter 28B.45 RCW recodifying RCW 28B.80.510; and
repeal i ng RCW 28B. 45. 070, 28B. 80. 500, and 28B. 80. 520.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 45 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) I'n 1989, the legislature created five branch canpuses to be
operated by the state's two public research universities. Located in
growing urban areas, the branch canpuses were charged wth two
m ssi ons:

(a) Increasing access to higher education by focusing on upper
division and graduate prograns, targeting placebound students, and
operating as nodels of a two plus two educational systemin cooperation
with the community col |l eges; and

(b) Pronoting regi onal econom c devel opnent by responding to demand
for degrees from |ocal businesses and supporting regional econom es
t hrough research activities.
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(2) Fifteen years later, the legislature finds that branch canpuses
are responding to their original mssion:

(a) Branch canpuses accounted for half of statew de upper division
and graduate public enrollnent growh since 1990;

(b) Branch canpuses have grown steadily and enroll increasing
nunbers of transfer students each year;

(c) Branch canpuses enroll proportionately nore older and part-tine
students than their main canpuses and attract increasing proportions of
students from nearby counti es;

(d) Although the extent of their inpact has not been neasured
branch canpuses positively affect |ocal economes and offer degree
pr ogr ans t hat roughly correspond wth regi onal occupati onal
proj ections; and

(e) The capital investnents nade by the state to support branch
canpuses represent a significant benefit to regional econom ¢
devel opnent .

(3) However, the legislature also finds the policy |andscape in
hi gher education has changed since the original creation of the branch
canpuses. Denmand for access to baccal aureate and graduate education is
increasing rapidly. The state nust prioritize additional expenditures
in higher education to ensure the nost cost-effective investnent of
public resources. The branch canpuses have each evolved into unique
institutions, and internal and external pressures are beginning to nove
them away fromtheir original mssion

(4) Therefore, it is the legislature's intent to reaffirm the
m ssion of Washington's higher education branch canpuses and set the
course for their continued future expansi on and devel opnent to neet the
education needs of the citizens of Washington state in a cost-effective
manner .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28B.45 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The primary mssion of the five higher education branch
canpuses <created wunder this chapter is to expand access to
baccal aureate and naster's |evel graduate education in under-served
urban areas of the state. The branch canpuses shall place a priority
on providing instruction and related activities to support degree and
certificate prograns.
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(2) Branch canpuses shall coll aborate with the conmunity col |l eges
in their region to develop articulation agreenents, dual adm ssions
policies, and other partnerships to ensure that branch canpuses serve
as innovative nodels of a two plus two educational system Q her
possibilities for collaboration include but are not limted to joint
devel opnent of curricula and degree prograns, col ocation of
instruction, and arrangenents to share faculty.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 45 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) It is the legislature's intent that branch canpuses be funded
at a level consistent with their primary m ssion and commensurate with
upper division and graduate | evel degree prograns at the conprehensive
uni versities.

(2) The higher education coordinating board shall evaluate faculty
wor kl oad, research activities, and funding for research at the branch
canpuses to identify an appropriate funding | evel for each canpus. By
Decenber 1, 2005, the board shall recommend a strategy to transition
overall funding to inplenent legislative intent. The board shall also
recommend a growt h plan for each branch canpus to achi eve econom es of
scale in operation and coordinate expansion in both enrollnment and
facilities.

Sec. 4. RCW28B.45.020 and 1994 c 217 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

The University of Wshington is responsible for ensuring the
expansi on of upper-division and naster's |evel graduate educationa
prograns in the central Puget Sound area under rules or guidelines
adopt ed by the higher education coordinating board. The University of
Washi ngton shall neet that responsibility through the operation of at
| east two branch canpuses. One branch canpus shall be located in the
Tacoma area. Another branch canpus shall be collocated with Cascadi a
Community College in the Bothell-Wodinville area.

Sec. 5. RCW28B.45.030 and 1989 1st ex.s. ¢ 7 s 4 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Washi ngton State University is responsible for providing upper-
division and naster's level graduate ((+ewvel)) higher education
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prograns to the citizens of the Tri-Cities area, under rules or
guidelines adopted by the higher education coordinating board.
Washi ngton State University shall neet that responsibility through the
operation of a branch canpus in the Tri-Cties area. The branch canpus
shall replace and supersede the Tri-Cities university center. Al
land, facilities, equipnment, and personnel of the Tri-Gties university
center shall be transferred from the University of Wshington to
Washi ngton State University.

Sec. 6. RCW28B.45.040 and 1989 1st ex.s. ¢ 7 s 5 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Washi ngton State University is responsible for providing upper-
division and naster's level graduate ((+ewvel)) higher education
prograns to the citizens of the southwest Washi ngton area, under rules
or gquidelines adopted by the higher education coordinating board.
Washi ngton State University shall neet that responsibility through the
operation of a branch canpus in the southwest WAshi ngton area.

Sec. 7. RCW 28B.45.050 and 1991 c¢ 205 s 11 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Washi ngton State University and Eastern Washington University are
responsi ble for providing upper-division and master's |evel graduate
((+evel)) prograns to the citizens of the Spokane area, under rul es or
gui delines adopted by the ((jetnt—eenter—For)) higher education
coordi nating board, except that Washington State University may offer
the doctoral program authorized before the effective date of this act.

coordinating board.)) Washi ngton State University shall neet its
responsi bility through the operation of a branch canpus in the Spokane
ar ea. Eastern Washington University shall neet its responsibility
t hrough the operation of progranms and facilities in Spokane.

Sec. 8. RCW28B.80.510 and 1989 1st ex.s. ¢ 7 s 8 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

((
of—1989—1st—ex—sess—)) The hi gher education coordi nating board shal

adopt  rul es, qui del i nes, and perfornance neasures to ensure a

AR
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( (Four—year—nstitutions)) branch canpuses. The partnership shall be
one in which the conmunity colleges prepare students for transfer to
the upper-division prograns of the branch canpuses and the branch
canpuses work with community colleges to enable students to transfer
and obtain degrees efficiently.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. RCW 28B.80.510 as anended by this act is
recodi fied as a new section in chapter 28B. 45 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW 28B. 45.070 (Authorization subject to legislative
appropriation) and 1989 1st ex.s. ¢ 7 s 14;

(2) RCW 28B. 80.500 (Branch canpuses--Adj ustnent of enrollnent |ids)
and 1989 1st ex.s. ¢ 7 s 2; and

(3) RCW 28B. 80.520 (Branch canpuses--Facilities acquisition) and
1989 1st ex.s. ¢ 7 s 9.

~-- END ---
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