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HOUSE BI LL 2662

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Hudgins, Jarrett, Mrray, Sommers, Mrris, Santos,
Sul l'ivan, Wod, Pettigrew, Kenney, Ronero, Chase and Edwards

Read first time 01/19/2004. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to transportation system signage using icons and
pi ctograns; adding a new section to chapter 47.06 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 35.95A RCW adding a new section to chapter 81.112
RCW and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
pronote the use of icons and pictograns that incorporate the use of
commonly accepted synbols that can be understood and interpreted by a
variety of people fromall walks of life and different nations in order
to assist themin the navigation of this state. These signs can be
used on roadways and for other transportation-related facilities such
as transit stations, airports, bus and train stations, and ferry
termnals. Pictograns are signs that depict services, facilities, or
destinations in picture form and are used throughout the world.
Pictogranms are useful for traveling within a transit systemas well as
for locating transit systemstations and stops.

The legislature finds that nmany signing nethods such as icons
al ready in use by the Washi ngton state departnent of transportation and
ot her agencies, facilitate use of the transportation systens in the
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state and connections between nodes. The legislature also finds that
the devel opnent of pictograns for use within transit systens wll
assi st systemusers. It is the intent of the |egislature to have icons
and pictogranms in use as new systens are put into service to pronote
tourismand be in place by 2010 to assist international visitors com ng
to Washington during the A ynpic Ganes in Vancouver, British Col unbi a,
Canada.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 47.06 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment shall develop a programto inplenent a statew de
programto use icons to |ocate transportation facilities and pictograns
on signs that identify tourist attractions and transportati on systens'
facilities and services for transit system users. The new st andards
are to suppl enent existing signs. The program nust include guidelines
for inplenmenting state, regional, and | ocal sign prograns.

(2) The program must use existing |logos and signs to the extent
possible for this program and set standards, consistent wth federa
and state requirements and convenience for the traveling public. As
much as possible, the departnent shall use approaches to signing
adopted by the city transportation authorities under section 3 of this
act and regional transit authorities under section 4 of this act. The
program signing is to be easily understood by the traveling public,
i ncl udi ng non-Engl i sh speaki ng persons and visitors from other nations.
The program for signage nust enploy graphics consistent wth
international synbols for transportation facilities and signage
consistent with departnent of transportation guidelines and prograns.
The signage nust also wuse distinguishing synbols or pictograns,
i ncluding the use of color, as a neans to identify stations and points
of interest within transportation systens. The program nust include
criteria for designating facilities, services, and destinations for
si gnage and include guidelines for the design, placenent, and use of
synbols or pictograns. It nust al so address an approach to inplenent
these signs in an efficient manner.

(3) The departnent shall develop the program in cooperation with
representatives from regional transportation planning organizations,
operators of public transportation services, comon carriers, port
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districts with narine passenger termnals and airports on their
property, appropriate local governnents, and state and federal
agenci es.

(4) The departnent shall provide a prelimnary report to the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 2004, on the inplenentation program
including its benefits and costs and on progress nmade by city
transportation authorities in inplenmenting section 3 of this act and
regional transit authorities in inplenenting section 4 of this act.
The departnent shall conpl ete program devel opnment by Septenber 1, 2005.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 35.95A RCW
to read as foll ows:

Each authority shall incorporate in plans for stations along any
monorail project signing that is easily understood by the traveling
public, including non-English speaking persons and visitors from ot her
nati ons. The signage nust enploy graphics consistent wth
international synbols for transportation facilities and signage
consistent with departnent of transportation guidelines and prograns.
The signage nust also use distinguishing pictograns as a nmeans to
identify stations and points of interest along the nonorail corridor
for persons who use | anguages that are not Latin-al phabet based. These
requirenents are intended to apply to new sign installation and not to

exi sting signs. The authority may replace existing signs as it
chooses; however, it shall use the new signing designs when existing
signs are replaced. All signage nmust conply with requirenments of

appl i cabl e federal |aw.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 81.112 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Each authority shall incorporate in plans for stations along any
light-rail or commuter rail facility signing that is easily understood
by the traveling public, including non-English speaking persons and
visitors from other nations. The signage nust enploy graphics
consistent with international synbols for transportation facilities and
signage consistent with departnent of transportation guidelines and
progr ans. The signage nust also use distinguishing synbols or
pictograns as a neans to identify stations and points of interest along
the corridor for persons who use | anguages that are not Lati n-al phabet

p. 3 HB 2662



a b W N

based. These requirements are intended to apply to new sign
installation and not to existing signs. The authority may replace
existing signs as it chooses; however, it shall use the new signing
desi gns when existing signs are replaced. Al signage nust conply with
requi renents of applicable federal |aw

~-- END ---
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