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HOUSE BI LL 2410

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Bush, Schoesler, Melke, Carrell, Sunp, Boldt,
McMahan and Canpbel

Read first tine 01/14/2004. Referred to Commttee on Crimnal
Justice & Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to ensuring accurate identification of persons who
commt crines; adding a new section to chapter 9A. 76 RCW creating a
new section; and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the state has a
conpelling interest in ensuring the adequate, reliable, and valid
identification of persons who commt crimnal acts, that nmaintaining
the public health, safety, and welfare requires a standard and readily
recogni zabl e neans of identifying persons who commt crimnal acts,
that there is no right of privacy that allows persons to hide or
di sguise their identities with the intent of avoiding identification,
di scovery, or apprehension as the perpetrators of crimnal acts, and
that inposing additional sanctions on persons who hide or disguise
their identity for the purpose of avoiding identification, discovery,
or apprehension as the perpetrators of crimnal acts will greatly aid
in dealing with the problem of persons who engage in crimnal behavior.
The legislature intends by this act to enhance the |ikelihood that
persons who engage in unlawful conduct may be nore easily identified by
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ensuring that a true and accurate |i keness of the person's face can be
obser ved.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 9A 76 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A person who is a participant in or party to a crime who goes in
di sqgui se by wearing a mask or other natural or man-nmade devi ce, object,
or thing that would prevent recognition of the true and accurate
i keness of the person's face by hiding, concealing, canouflaging, or
ot herwi se preventing an unobstructed view of the person's eyes, nose,
cheekbones, and nmouth in order to avoid identification, discovery, or
apprehension while in the course of or in furtherance of any crinme or
in imediate flight therefromis guilty of crimnal disguise. Partia
obstruction of the view of the nouth caused by the normal growth of
natural facial hair is not considered as going in disguise under this
section.

A person who is guilty of crimnal disguise is subject on the first
of fense to inprisonnent for not less than thirty days, or by a fine of
not | ess than three thousand dollars, or by both such inprisonnment and
fine. On each subsequent conviction, the person is subject to tw ce
t he anount of inprisonnment, or fine, or both such inprisonnent and fine
as on the previous conviction.

~-- END ---
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