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H 3457.1

HOUSE BI LL 2395

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Kirby, D ckerson, Lantz, O Brien and Kenney

Read first time 01/13/2004. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to the statute of Iimtations for chil dhood sexua
abuse civil cases; anmending RCW 4. 16. 340; creating a new section; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW4.16.340 and 1991 c 212 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Al clainms or causes of action based on intentional conduct
brought by any person for recovery of danmages for injury suffered as a
result of chil dhood sexual abuse shall be commenced within the |ater of
the foll ow ng peri ods:

(a) Wthin ((+hree)) ten years of the act alleged to have caused
the injury or condition;

(b) Wthin three years of the tinme the victim discovered or
reasonably should have discovered that the injury or condition was
caused by said act; or

(c) Wthin three years of the tine the victimdiscovered that the
act caused the injury for which the claimis brought:

PROVI DED, That the tinme limt for comencenent of an action under
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this section is tolled for a child until the child reaches the age of
ei ghteen years.

(2) The victim need not establish which act in a series of
continuing sexual abuse or exploitation incidents caused the injury
conpl ai ned of, but nmay conpute the date of discovery fromthe date of
di scovery of the last act by the sane perpetrator which is part of a
common schenme or plan of sexual abuse or exploitation.

(3) The know edge of a custodial parent or guardian shall not be
inputed to a person under the age of eighteen years.

(4) For purposes of this section, "child" nmeans a person under the
age of eighteen years.

(5) As used in this section, "childhood sexual abuse" neans any act
coommitted by the defendant against a conplainant who was |ess than
ei ghteen years of age at the tinme of the act and which act woul d have
been a violation of chapter 9A 44 RCWor RCW9.68A 040 or prior |aws of
simlar effect at the tinme the act was conmm tted.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. Section 1(1) of this act applies to all
clains or causes of action arising on or after the effective date of
this act and any claimor cause of action arising before the effective
date of this act that, as of the effective date of this act, was not
barred because of the expiration of the applicable statute of
limtations.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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