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HOUSE BI LL 2368

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives H nkle, Buck, Hatfield, O Brien and Shabro

Prefiled 1/9/2004. Read first tinme 01/12/2004. Referred to
Comm ttee on Fisheries, Ecology & Parks.

AN ACT Rel ating to state endangered species listings; and anmendi ng
RCW 77. 12. 020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW77.12.020 and 2002 c 281 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The director shall investigate the habits and distribution of
the various species of wildlife native to or adaptable to the habitats
of the state. The comm ssion shall determ ne whether a species shoul d
be managed by the departnent and, if so, classify it wunder this
section.

(2) The commission may classify by rule wld animals as gane
ani mal s and gane animals as fur-bearing ani mals.

(3) The comm ssion may classify by rule wild birds as gane birds or
predatory birds. Al wld birds not otherwi se classified are protected
wildlife.

(4) In addition to those species listed in RCW 77.08.020, the
comm ssion may classify by rule as gane fish other species of the class
Gsteichthyes that are comonly found in fresh water except those
classified as food fish by the director.
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(5) The director may reconmend to the conm ssion that a species of
wildlife should not be hunted or fished. The conm ssion nay designhate
species of wildlife as protected.

(6) 11 ((the—director—determnes—that—a—speectes—ol—wtdbte—ts
. | I | it . . . I : hi ) a

species is listed as threatened or endangered under the federal
endangered species act, 16 U S.C. Sec. 1531 et seq., the director may

((regue desianation N andancered snecie he comy OR—17E

destgnrate—an—endangered-—speetes)) coordi nate departnent activities with
federal efforts to recover |isted species. The state may not |ist
species that are not |listed under the federal endangered species act,
16 U S.C. Sec. 1531 et seq.

(7) If the director determnes that a species of the aninal
ki ngdom not native to Washington, is dangerous to the environnment or
wildlife of the state, the director nmay request its designation as
del eterious exotic wildlife. The conm ssion may desi gnate del eterious
exotic wildlife.

(8 Upon recomendation by the director, the comm ssion may
classify nonnative aquatic animl species according to the follow ng
cat egori es:

(a) Prohibited aquatic aninmal species: These species are
considered by the commssion to have a high risk of becomng an
i nvasi ve species and may not be possessed, inported, purchased, sold,
propagated, transported, or released into state waters except as
provided in RCW77.15. 253;

(b) Regul ated aquatic ani mal species: These species are considered
by the commi ssion to have sone beneficial use along with a noderate,
but manageable risk of becom ng an invasive species, and may not be
rel eased into state waters, except as provided in RCW 77.15.253. The
comm ssion shall classify the follow ng comrerci al aquacul ture species
as regul ated aquatic aninmal species, and allow their release into state
wat ers pursuant to rule of the comm ssion: Pacific oyster (Crassostrea
gigas), kunmanoto oyster (Crassostrea sikanea), European flat oyster
(Cstrea edulis), eastern oyster (Crassostrea virginica), manila clam
(Tapes philippinarum, blue nussel (Mtilus galloprovincialis), and
sum noe oyster (Crassostrea ariankenisis);

(c) Unregulated aquatic aninmal species: These species are
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consi dered by the comm ssion as having sone beneficial use along with
a low risk of becom ng an invasive species, and are not subject to
regul ation under this title;

(d) Unlisted aquatic animal species: These species are not
designated as a prohibited aquatic aninmal species, regulated aquatic
animal species, or unregulated aquatic aninmal species by the
comm ssion, and may not be released into state waters. Upon request,
the comm ssion nay determ ne the appropriate category for an unlisted
aquatic animal species and classify the species accordingly;

(e) This subsection (8) does not apply to the transportation or
rel ease of nonnative aquatic animal species by ballast water or ball ast
wat er di schar ge.

(9) Upon recomrendation by the director, the conm ssion nmay devel op
a work plan to eradicate native aquatic species that threaten human
health. Priority shall be given to water bodies that the departnent of
heal th has classified as representing a threat to human heal th based on
the presence of a native aquatic species.

~-- END ---
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