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HOUSE BI LL 2288

State of Washi ngton 58t h Legi sl ature 2003 1st Speci al
Sessi on

By Representatives Ovcutt, Melke, Kristiansen, DeBolt, Al exander and
Hol nqui st

Read first tine . Referred to .

AN ACT Relating to the citizens' conm ssion on salaries for elected
officials; amending RCW 43.03.300 and 43.03.310; and providing a
contingent effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW43.03.300 and 1986 ¢ 155 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The | egislature hereby declares it to be the policy of this state
to base salaries of elected state officials on realistic standards in
order that such officials may be paid according to the duties of their
of fices and so that citizens of the highest quality may be attracted to
public service. It is the purpose of RCW 43.03. 300 through 43.03. 310
to effectuate this policy by creating a citizens' conmmssion to

establ i sh proper salaries for such of ficial s((—thus—+ermvingpotiecal

constderatons—n—Hodng—the—appropriateness—ofl—the—ampunt—ol—such
satartes)).

Sec. 2. RCW 43. 03. 310 and 1998 ¢ 164 s 1 are each anended to read

as follows:
(1) The citizens' conmmssion on salaries for elected officials
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shall study the relationship of salaries to the duties of nenbers of
the legislature, all elected officials of the executive branch of state
governnent, and all judges of the suprene court, court of appeals,
superior courts, and district courts, and shall fix the salary for each
respective position.

(2) Except as provided otherwi se in RCW43. 03. 305 and this section,
the comm ssion shall be solely responsible for its own organization
operation, and action and shall enjoy the fullest cooperation of all
state officials, departnents, and agenci es.

(3) Menbers of the comm ssion shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be eligible to receive a subsistence
al | onance and travel expenses pursuant to RCW43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(4) The nenbers of the conm ssion shall elect a chair from anong
their nunber. The comm ssion shall set a schedule of salaries by an
affirmati ve vote of not |less than nine nenbers of the conm ssion.

(5) The comm ssion shall file its initial schedule of salaries for
the elected officials with the secretary of state no later than the
first Monday in June, 1987, and shall file a schedule biennially
t hereafter. Each such schedule shall be filed in legislative bil
form shall be assigned a chapter nunber and published with the session
laws of the legislature, and shall be codified by the statute |aw
comm ttee. The signature of the chair of the conm ssion shall be
affixed to each schedule submtted to the secretary of state. The
chair shall certify that the schedul e has been adopted in accordance
with the provisions of state law and with the rules, if any, of the
commi ssion. Such schedul es shall becone effective ((rA-hrety—days)) on
the first day after the ((+HH-ngthereot)) next reqular session, except

as provided in Article XXVIIl, section 1 of the state Constitution
State | aws regarding referendumpetitions shall apply to such schedul es
to the extent consistent with Article XXVIIl, section 1 of the state

Consti tution.

(6) Before the filing of any salary schedule, the conmm ssion shal
first develop a proposed salary schedule and then hold no fewer than
four regular neetings as defined by chapter 42.30 RCWto take public
testinmony on the proposed schedule within the four nonths imedi ately
preceding the filing. At the last public hearing that is held as a
regul ar neeting on the proposed schedule, the comm ssion shall adopt
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the salary schedule as originally proposed or as anended at that
meeting that will be filed with the secretary of state.

(7) Al neetings, actions, hearings, and business of the conmm ssion
shal |l be subject in full to the open public neetings act, chapter 42.30
RCW

(8) Salaries of the officials referred to in subsection (1) of this
section that are in effect on January 12, 1987, shall continue until
nmodi fied by the comm ssion under this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act takes effect January 1, 2004, if
the proposed anendnment to Article XXVIII, section 1 of the state
Constitution i npl enmenti ng sal ary changes by the citizens' conmm ssion on
salaries for elected officials is validly submtted to and is approved
and ratified by the voters at the next general election. If the
proposed anendnent is not approved and ratified, this act is void in
its entirety.

~-- END ---
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