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HOUSE BI LL 2247

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Fromhold, Mintire, Lovick and Moell er

Read first tinme 04/16/2003. Referred to Commttee on Appropriations.

AN ACT Relating to cost-of-living increases for educational
enpl oyees; anending RCW 28A.400.205, 28A. 150.250, and 28A 150. 260;
adding a new section to chapter 28A. 400 RCW providing an effective
date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 400
RCWto read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that under the state Constitution, making
anpl e provision for basic education is the state's paranmount duty. The
| egislature finds that wunder the state's current basic education
funding fornulas, teacher salaries are the key conponent of basic
education funding, and thus the state's basic education funding
obligation requires the state to provide districts with an allocation
sufficient to hire and retain qualified providers of basic education
servi ces. The legislature further finds that requiring predictable
cost-of-living increases is the best way to ensure that all educati onal
enpl oyees' salaries maintain pace with inflation.

Therefore, the legislature reaffirns the goal of ensuring that
cost-of-living increases are provided to all school district enpl oyees.
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The legislature also intends that the state should be responsible for
funding the cost-of-living increase for the educational services for
whi ch the state provides funding, and school districts should provide
the cost-of-living increase for enployees hired by the district with
| ocal levy funding or other nonstate sources. Further, for those
educational prograns that are within the state's definition of basic
education, the legislature intends to clarify that these cost-of-Iliving
increases are within the state's constitutional basic education funding
obl i gati on.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 400.205 and 2001 ¢ 4 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) School district enployees shall be provided an annual salary
cost-of-living increase in accordance with this section.

v . : I Laries—ineludi I I | I
benefits,—of al—enployeesof thedistriet)) (i) Each school district's

total cost-of-living increase is calculated by applying the rate of the
yearly increase in the cost-of-living index to the district's salary
base for all enployees of the district.

(ii) The state's portion of the cost-of-living increase is
calculated by applying the rate of the yearly increase in the cost-of-
living index to the state-funded salary base used in state funding
formulas for teachers and other school enployees. Beginning with the
2003-04 school year, the superintendent of public instruction shall
distribute to each district the anpbunt of the state's portion
attributable to that district.

(iii) Beginning with the 2003-04 school vyear, from anounts
distributed under (a)(ii) of this subsection and from other district
resources, each district shall provide a total cost-of-living
allocation sufficient to grant the district's cost-of-living increase
for the salaries, including mandatory salary-related benefits, of all
enpl oyees of the district.
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(b) A school district shall distribute 1its cost-of-living
allocation for salaries and salary-related benefits in accordance with
the district's salary schedules, collective bargai ning agreenents, and
conpensation policies. No later than the end of the school year, each
school district shall certify to the superintendent of public
instruction that it has spent funds provided for cost-of-living
i ncreases on salaries and sal ary-rel ated benefits.

(c) Any funded cost-of-living increase shall be included in the
sal ary base used to determ ne cost-of-living increases for all school
enpl oyees in subsequent years. For teachers and other certificated
instructional staff, the rate of the annual cost-of-living increase
funded for certificated instructional staff shall be applied to the
base salary used wth the statewide salary allocation schedule
est abl i shed under RCW 28A. 150.410 and to any other salary nodels used
to recogni ze school district personnel costs.

the—Washinrgton—Constitut+on)) For those prograns within the state-
funded salary base that are within the program of basic education, the
cost-of-living increase in (a)(ii) of this subsection is also within
the program of basic education. Beginning with the 2005-06 schoo
year, the state shall fully fund the cost-of-living increase in (a)(ii)
of this subsection for prograns within the program of basic education
as a part of the state's basic education funding obligation under
Article I X of the state Constitution.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "cost-of-living i ndex" neans,
for any school year, the previous calendar year's annual average
consuner price index, using the official current base, conpiled by the
bureau of |abor statistics, United States departnment of |abor for the
state of Washington. |[f the bureau of |abor statistics devel ops nore
than one consuner price index for areas within the state, the index
covering the greatest nunber of people, covering areas exclusively
within the boundaries of the state, and including all itens shall be
used for the cost-of-living index in this section.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A. 150. 250 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 107 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
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From t hose funds nmade available by the | egislature for the current
use of the common schools, the superintendent of public instruction
shal |l distribute annually as provided i n RCW28A. 510. 250 to each school
district of the state operating a program approved by the state board
of education an anmount whi ch, when conbined with an appropriate portion
of such locally available revenues, other than receipts from federa
forest revenues distributed to school districts pursuant to RCW
28A. 520. 010 and 28A. 520. 020, as the superintendent of public
instruction may deem appropriate for consideration in conmputing state
equal i zati on support, excluding excess property tax levies, wll
constitute a basic education allocation in dollars for each annua
average full time equivalent student enrolled, based upon one ful
school year of one hundred eighty days, except that for kindergartens
one full school year shall be one hundred eighty half days of
instruction, or the equivalent as provided in RCW 28A. 150. 220.

Basi ¢ education shall be considered to be fully funded by those
anounts of dollars appropriated by the l|egislature pursuant to RCW
28A. 150. 250 and 28A.150.260 to fund those program requirenents
identified in RCW28A. 150. 220 i n accordance with the fornmula and rati os
provided in RCW 28A. 150. 260 and those amounts of dollars appropriated
by the legislature to fund the salary requirements of RCW 28A. 150. 100
((and)), 28A. 150.410, and 28A. 400.205(1)(d).

Qperation of a program approved by the state board of education,
for the purposes of this section, shall include a finding that the
rati o of students per classroomteacher in grades kindergarten through
three is not greater than the ratio of students per classroom teacher
in grades four and above for such district: PROVI DED, That for the
purposes of this section, "classroom teacher” shall be defined as an
i nstructional enployee possessing at |east a provisional certificate,
but not necessarily enployed as a certificated enpl oyee, whose prinmary
duty is the daily educational instruction of students: PROVI DED
FURTHER, That the state board of education shall adopt rules and
regulations to insure conpliance with the student/teacher ratio
provi sions of this section, and such rules and regul ations shall all ow
for exenptions for those special prograns and/or school districts which
may be deened unable to practicably neet the student/teacher ratio
requi renents of this section by virtue of a small nunber of students.
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If a school district's basic education program fails to neet the
basi c educati on requi renents enuner at ed in RCW  28A. 150. 250,
28A. 150. 260, and 28A.150.220, the state board of education shal
require the superintendent of public instruction to withhold state
funds in whole or in part for the basic education allocation until
program conpliance is assured: PROVI DED, That the state board of
education may waive this requirenent in the event of substantial |ack
of classroom space.

Sec. 4. RCW28A. 150.260 and 1997 ¢ 13 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The basic education allocation for each annual average full tine
equi val ent student shall be determ ned in accordance with the foll ow ng
pr ocedur es:

(1) The governor shall and the superintendent of public instruction
may reconmmend to the | egislature a fornmula based on a ratio of students
to staff for the distribution of a basic education allocation for each
annual average full tinme equivalent student enrolled in a common
school. The distribution fornmula shall have the primary objective of
equal i zing educational opportunities and shall provide appropriate
recognition of the follow ng costs anong the various districts within
the state:

(a) Certificated instructional staff and their rel ated costs;

(b) Certificated adm nistrative staff and their related costs;

(c) Cassified staff and their related costs;

(d) Nonsal ary costs;

(e) Extraordinary costs of renote and necessary schools and smal
hi gh school s, including costs of additional certificated and classified
staff; ((and))

(f) The attendance of students pursuant to RCW 28A 335.160 and
28A. 225. 250 who do not reside within the servicing school district; and

() Cost -of -li ving adj ust ment s as required by RCW
28A. 400. 205(1) (d).

(2)(a) This fornula for distribution of basic education funds shal

be reviewed biennially by the superintendent and governor. The
recoomended fornula shall be subject to approval, anendnent or
rejection by the |egislature. The fornmula shall be for allocation

purposes only. Wiile the legislature intends that the allocations for
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additional instructional staff be used to increase the ratio of such
staff to students, nothing in this section shall require districts to
reduce the nunber of adm nistrative staff bel ow existing |evels.

(b) The fornula adopted by the legislature shall reflect the
followng ratios at a mninmm (i) Forty-nine certificated
instructional staff to one thousand annual average full tine equival ent
students enrolled in grades kindergarten through three; (ii) forty-six
certificated instructional staff to one thousand annual average ful
time equivalent students in grades four through twelve; (iii) four
certificated admnistrative staff to one thousand annual average full
time equivalent students in grades kindergarten through twelve; and
(1v) sixteen and sixty-seven one-hundredths cl assified personnel to one
t housand annual average full tinme equivalent students enrolled in
grades ki ndergarten through twelve.

(c) In the event the legislature rejects the distribution formula
recommended by the governor, wthout adopting a new distribution
formula, the distribution fornmula for the previous school year shal
remain in effect: PROVI DED, That the distribution fornula devel oped
pursuant to this section shall be for state apportionnent and
equal i zati on purposes only and shall not be construed as nandati ng
specific operational functions of |ocal school districts other than
those program requirenents identified in RCW 28A 150.220 and
28A. 150. 100. The enrollnment of any district shall be the annual
average nunber of full tinme equivalent students and part tine students
as provided in RCW 28A. 150.350, enrolled on the first school day of
each nmonth and shall exclude full tinme equivalent students wth
disabilities recognized for the purposes of allocation of state funds
for progranms under RCW28A. 155. 010 t hrough 28A. 155. 100. The definition
of full time equivalent student shall be determined by rules of the
superintendent of public instruction: PROVI DED, That the definition
shall be included as part of the superintendent's biennial budget
request: PROVI DED, FURTHER, That any revision of the present
definition shall not take effect wuntil approved by the house
appropriations conmttee and the senate ways and neans conmttee:
PROVI DED, FURTHER, That the office of financial nanagenent shall nake
a nonthly review of the superintendent's reported full tinme equival ent
students in the common schools in conjunction with RCW43. 62. 050.
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(3)(a) Certificated instructional staff shall include those persons
enpl oyed by a school district who are nonsupervisory enployees within
t he neani ng of RCW41.59.020(8): PROVIDED, That in exceptional cases,
peopl e of unusual conpetence but wthout certification nay teach
students so long as a certificated person exercises g¢enera
super vi si on: PROVI DED, FURTHER, That the hiring of such classified
peopl e shall not occur during a labor dispute and such classified
people shall not be hired to replace certificated enployees during a
| abor di spute.

(b) Certificated adm nistrative staff shall include all those
persons who are chief executive officers, <chief admnistrative
of ficers, confidential enployees, supervisors, principals, or assistant
principals within the nmeani ng of RCW41.59. 020(4).

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 3 and 4 of this act take effect
July 1, 2005.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Section 2 of this act is necessary for the
i mredi ate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state governnment and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect imediately.

~-- END ---
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