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HOUSE BI LL 2244

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Del vin

Read first time 04/11/2003. Referred to Conmmittee on Fisheries,
Ecol ogy & ParKks.

AN ACT Relating to limted outdoor burning during periods in which
a fire safety burn ban has been decl ared; and anendi ng RCW 70. 94. 745.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.94.745 and 1995 ¢ 206 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It shall be the responsibility and duty of the departnent of
natural resources, departnment of ecology, departnment of agriculture,
fire districts, and local air pollution control authorities to
establish, through regulations, ordinances, or policy, a limted
burni ng permt program

(2) The permt programshall apply to residential and | and cl earing
burning in the follow ng areas:

(a) In the nonurban areas of any county wth an unincorporated
popul ation of greater than fifty thousand; and

(b) In any city and urban growth area that is not otherw se
prohi bited from burning pursuant to RCW 70. 94. 743.

(3) The permit programshall apply only to |l and clearing burning in
t he nonurban areas of any county with an unincorporated popul ation of
| ess than fifty thousand.
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(4) The permt programmay be limted to a general permt by rule,
or by verbal, witten, or electronic approval by the permtting entity.

(5) Notwi thstanding any ot her provision of this section, neither a
permt nor the paynent of a fee shall be required for outdoor burning
for the purpose of disposal of tunbl eweeds bl own by wind. Such burning
shal | not be conducted during an air pollution episode or any stage of
inpaired air quality declared under RCW ((#6-94—+734)) 70.94.715. This
subsection (5) shall only apply within counties with a popul ation |ess
than two hundred fifty thousand.

(6) Burning shall be prohibited in an area when an alternate
technol ogy or nmethod of disposing of the organic refuse is avail able,
reasonably econom cal, and |l ess harnful to the environnent. It is the
policy of this state to foster and encourage devel opnent of alternate
met hods or technology for disposing of or reducing the anmount of
organi c refuse.

(7) Incidental agricultural burning nust be allowed wthout
applying for any permt and w thout the paynent of any fee if:

(a) The burning is incidental to comrerci al agricultura
activities;

(b) The operator notifies the local fire departnent within the area
where the burning is to be conducted;

(c) The burning does not occur during an air pollution episode or
any stage of inpaired air quality declared under RCW70.94. 715; ((and))

(d) The burning does not occur during a period in which a fire
safety burn ban has been decl ared; and

(e) Only the following itens are burned:

(1) Orchard prunings;

(ii) Organic debris along fence lines or irrigation or drainage
di tches; or

(1i1) Organic debris blown by w nd.

(8) As used in this section, "nonurban areas" are unincorporated
areas within a county that is not designated as an urban growth area
under chapter 36. 70A RCW

(9) Nothing inthis section shall require fire districts to enforce
air quality requirenents related to outdoor burning, unless the fire
district enters into an agreenment with the departnent of ecol ogy,
departnment of natural resources, a local air pollution control
authority, or other appropriate entity to provide such enforcenent.

~-- END ---
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