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HOUSE BI LL 2171

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Edwards, Schindler and Benson

Read first tinme 02/28/20083. Referred to Conmttee on Loca
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Relating to providing for insurance in lieu of official
bonds for county officials; anmending RCW 3.34.090, 36.16.050,
36.16. 060, 36.23.020, 36.28.030, 36.32.060, and 65.12.060; and
repeal i ng RCW 65. 12. 055.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW3.34.090 and 1984 c¢ 258 s 15 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The county legislative authority shall provide for the bonding
of each district judge, district judge pro tenpore, district court
conmm ssioner, clerk of the district court, and court enployee, at the
expense of the county, in such amount as the county |egislative
authority shall prescribe, conditioned that each such person wll pay
over according to law all noneys which shall conme into the person's
custody in causes filed in the district court. Such bond shall not be
| ess than the maxi mum anount of noney liable to be under the control,
at any one tine, of each such person in the performance of his or her
duties. Such bond nmay be a bl anket bond.

(2) The county legislative authority may provide for enployee
fidelity insurance in lieu of a bond described in this section,
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provided that the ambunt of insurance equals or exceeds the anmount of
the bond. If the county obtains enployee fidelity or errors and
om ssions insurance covering district court personnel, the costs of
such coverage shall be a rei nbursabl e expense pursuant to RCW 3. 62. 050
as now or hereafter anended.

Sec. 2. RCW36.16.050 and 1991 ¢ 363 s 49 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Every county official before he or she enters upon the duties
of his or her office shall furnish a bond conditioned that he or she
will faithfully performthe duties of his or her office and account for
and pay over all noney which may cone into his or her hands by virtue
of his or her office, and that he or she, or his or her executors or
adm nistrators, wll deliver to his or her successor safe and undefaced
all books, records, papers, seals, equipnent, and furniture bel ongi ng
to his or her office. Bonds of elective county officers shall be as
fol | ows:

((5)) (a) Assessor: Amount to be fixed and sureties to be
approved by proper county | egislative authority;

((2)) (b) Auditor: Amount to be fixed at not less than ten
t housand dollars and sureties to be approved by the proper county
| egi sl ative authority;

((63))) (c) derk: Amunt to be fixed in a penal sumnot |ess than
doubl e the amount of noney liable to conme into his or her hands and
sureties to be approved by the judge or a mmjority of the judges
presiding over the court of which he or she is clerk: PROVIDED, That
t he maxi mum bond fixed for the clerk shall not exceed in anount that
required for the treasurer in a county of that class;

((4)) (d) Coroner: Amount to be fixed at not less than five
t housand dollars with sureties to be approved by the proper county
| egi sl ative authority;

((65))) (e) Menbers of the proper county |egislative authority:
Sureties to be approved by the county clerk and the anobunts to be:

((2))) (i) In each county with a popul ati on of one hundred twenty-
five thousand or nore, twenty-five thousand doll ars;

((&b)y)) (ii) In each county with a population of from seventy
thousand to less than one hundred twenty-five thousand, twenty-two
t housand five hundred doll ars;
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((1)) i In each county with a population of from forty
((Hhoeusand})) thousand to | ess than seventy thousand, twenty thousand
dol | ars;

(()) (v) In each county wth a population of from eighteen
t housand to | ess than forty thousand, fifteen thousand doll ars;

((ey)) (v) In each county with a population of from twelve
t housand to | ess than ei ghteen thousand, ten thousand doll ars;

(()) (vi) In each county with a population of from eight
thousand to less than twelve thousand, seven thousand five hundred
dol | ars;

((¢y)) (vii) In all other counties, five thousand doll ars;

((66))) (f) Prosecuting attorney: In the amount of five thousand
dollars wth sureties to be approved by the proper county |egislative
aut hority;

((A)) (g) Sheriff: Anmount to be fixed and bond approved by the
proper county |legislative authority at not |less than five thousand nor
nmore than fifty thousand dollars; surety to be a surety conpany
authorized to do business in this state;

((68Y)) (h) Treasurer: Sureties to be approved by the proper
county legislative authority and the anounts to be fixed by the proper
county legislative authority at double the amount liable to cone into
the treasurer's hands during his or her term the maxi rumanount of the
bond, however, not to exceed:

(((8y)) (i) In each county with a population of two hundred ten
t housand or nore, two hundred fifty thousand dol | ars;

((&b)y)) (i) In each county with a population of from one hundred
twenty-five thousand to | ess than two hundred ten thousand, two hundred
t housand dol | ars;

((&y)) (iii) In each county with a population of from eighteen
thousand to |less than one hundred twenty-five thousand, one hundred
fifty thousand doll ars;

(()) (iv) In all other counties, one hundred thousand doll ars.

The treasurer's bond shall be conditioned that all noneys received
by himor her for the use of the county shall be paid as the proper
county legislative authority shall fromtime to tine direct, except
where special provision is nade by | aw for the paynent of such noneys,
by order of any court, or otherw se, and for the faithful discharge of
his or her duties.
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Bonds for other than elective officials, if deenmed necessary by the
proper county | egislative authority, shall be in such amount and form
as such legislative authority shall determ ne.

In the approval of official bonds, the chair may act for the county
| egi slative authority if it is not in session.

(2) The county legislative authority may provide for enployee
fidelity insurance in lieu of a bond described in this section,
provided that the ambunt of insurance equals or exceeds the anmount of
t he bond.

Sec. 3. RCW36.16.060 and 1963 c 4 s 36.16. 060 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Every county officer, before entering upon the duties of his
office, shall file his oath of office in the office of the county
auditor and his official bond or certificate of enployee fidelity
insurance in the office of the county clerk: PROVI DED, That the
official bond or certificate of insurance of the county clerk, after
first being recorded by the county auditor, shall be filed in the
office of the county treasurer.

Cat hs and bonds or certificates of enployee fidelity insurance of
deputies shall be filed in the offices in which the oaths and bonds of
their principals are required to be filed.

Sec. 4. RCW36.23.020 and 1963 ¢ 4 s 36.23.020 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

When the judge or judges of any court, or a mgjority of them
believe that the clerk of the court does not have a good and sufficient
bond on file, ((er)) that the bond is not |arge enough in anount, or
that enployee fidelity insurance obtained pursuant to RCW 36.16. 050(2)
i s inadequate, such judge or judges shall enter an order requiring
((h#¥)) the clerk, within such tine as nay be specified in the order,
to execute and present to them a good and sufficient bond, in such sum
as may be fixed by the order. In case of ((hts)) the clerk's failure
to file the bond within ten days fromthe expiration of the date fixed
the judge or judges shall declare the office vacant.

Sec. 5. RCW 36. 28. 030 and 1963 ¢ 4 s 36.28.030 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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Whenever the conpany acting as surety on the official bond or
enpl oyee fidelity insurance of a sheriff is disqualified, insolvent, or
the ((penralty)) amount of the bond or insurance becones insufficient on
account of recovery had thereon, or otherw se, the sheriff shall submt
a new or additional bond or a certificate of new or additional
i nsurance for approval ((te)) of the board of county conm ssioners, if
in session, or, if not in session, for the approval of the chairman of
such board, and file the sane, when approved, in the office of the
county clerk of his county, and such new or additional bond or
i nsurance shall be ((Hr—apenral—sum ) sufficient in anount to equal the
sum specified in the original bond or insurance when added to the
((penatty)) anmount of any existing bond, so that under one or nore
bonds or enployee fidelity insurance policies there shall always be an
enforceabl e obligation of the surety on the official bond or bonds or
i nsurance of the sheriff in a penal sumof not |ess than the anount of
the bond or insurance as originally approved.

Sec. 6. RCW36.32.060 and 1963 c 4 s 36.32.060 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The bond of each nenber of the county ((eerm-ssioner))
| egislative authority shall be payable to the county, and it shall be
conditioned that the ((eemmsstoner)) nenber shall well and faithfully
di scharge the duties of his or her office, and not approve, audit, or
order paid any illegal, unwarranted, or unjust claimagainst the county
for personal services.

(2) If a county obtains enployee fidelity insurance for nenbers of
the leqgislative authority in lieu of a bond pursuant to RCW
36.16.050(2), the insurance shall be in a form as determ ned
appropriate by the county legislative authority.

Sec. 7. RCW®65.12.060 and 1907 ¢ 250 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

Deputy registrars shall performany and all duties of the registrar
in the nane of the registrar, and the acts of such deputies shall be
held to be the acts of the registrar, and in the case of the death of
the registrar or his renoval from office, the vacancy shall be filled
in the sanme manner as is provided by law for filling such vacancy in
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the office of the county auditor. The person so appointed to fill such
vacancy shall ((+H+e—-abend-and)) be vested with the sane powers as the
regi strar whose office he is appointed to fill.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. RCW 65.12.055 (Bond of registrar) and 1907
c 250 s 10 are each repeal ed.

~-- END ---
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