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HOUSE BI LL 2151

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Al exander, Dunshee, Sommers, Cox and Sehlin

Read first time 02/27/2003. Referred to Commttee on Capital Budget.

AN ACT Rel ating to prioritizing proposed capital projects of higher
education institutions; adding a new section to chapter 28B. 80 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that a capital
investnment in higher education facilities is needed over the next
several biennia to adequately preserve, nodernize, and expand the
capacity of the state's public two-year and four-year colleges and
uni versities. This investnment is needed to responsibly preserve and
restore existing facilities and to provide additional space for new
st udent s. Further, the legislature finds that capital appropriations
will need to respond to each of these areas of need in a planned,
bal anced, and prioritized manner so that access to a quality system of
hi gher education i s ensured.

(2) It is the intent of the legislature that a nethodol ogy be
devel oped that will guide capital appropriation decisions by rating and
individually ranking, in sequential, priority order, all major capital
proj ects proposed by the two-year and four-year public universities and
col | eges. Further, it is the intent of the legislature that this
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rating, ranking, and prioritization of capital needs wll reflect the
state's higher education policies and goal s including the conprehensive
master plan for higher education as submtted by the higher education
coordi nati ng board and as adopted by the | egislature.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 28B. 80 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) In preparing its 2005-2007 and subsequent biennial capital
budget recommendations, the board shall: (a) Review and consider the
prioritized community and technical colleges prioritized project I|ist
prepared by the state board for comunity and technical colleges; and
(b) prepare, in consultation with the four-year institutions, a single
prioritized individual ranking of individual najor projects proposed by
the four-year institutions.

(2) The board shall, in consultation with the state board for
community and technical colleges and the public four-year institutions,
submt its biennial capital budget recommendations on the basis of a
prioritized project ranking reflecting the integration of the two-year
and four-year prioritized project lists.

(3) For repairs and inprovenents to existing facilities and
systens, the rating and ranking of individual major projects nust be
based on criteria or factors that include, but are not Iimted to, the
age and condition of buildings or systens, the programmatic suitability
of the building or system and the activity/occupancy |evel supported
by the building or system For projects creating new space or
capacity, the ratings and ranki ngs of major projects nust be based upon
an analysis of existing capacity, space utilization |evels, and
projected enroll ment and staffing. The board nmay aggregate m nor works
project requests into priority categories wthout separately ranking
each m nor project, provided that these aggregated m nor works requests
are ranked within the overall list.

(4) In developing this rating and ranking of capital projects
proposed by the two-year and four-year public wuniversities and
col | eges, the board:

(a) Shall be provided with avail able information by the public two-
year and four-year colleges and universities as deened necessary by the
boar d;
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(b) May utilize independent services to verify, sanple, or eval uate
information provided to the board by the two-year and four-year public
uni versities and col |l eges; and

(c) Shall have full access to all data maintained by the office of
financial mnagenent and the joint legislative audit and review
comm ttee concerning the condition of higher education facilities.

--- END ---
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