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HOUSE BI LL 2054

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Darneille, Pettigrew, O Brien, Upthegrove, Chase
Fl anni gan, Wbod, Hudgi ns, Sullivan, Santos and Edwards

Read first time 02/21/20083. Referred to Conmttee on State
Gover nnent .

AN ACT Relating to restoring voting rights to felons upon
conpl etion of supervision; adding a new section to chapter 29.07 RCW
and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Washington currently denies the right to vote to all persons
who have not fully paid | egal financial obligations, even though they
have conpleted all other requirenents of their felony sentences;

(2) Voting is part of the fabric of our denocracy and, by
increasing voter participation, restoring the right to vote to ex-
felons both strengthens denocracy and reintegrates ex-felons into
soci ety;

(3) The current disenfranchisenent |aw has a disproportionate
inpact on nmale African-Anerican Washingtonians, disenfranchising
approximately one-fourth of all African-Anerican nmales otherw se
eligible to vote in this state;

(4) Crine victins have a strong interest in repaynent of |ega
financial obligations; and
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(5) Restoring the right to vote before I egal financial obligations
have been paid does not Iessen, void, or nullify the continuing
obligation of ex-felons to pay legal financial obligations, their
notivation to do so, or the state's ability to collect the debt.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The purpose of this act is to strengthen the
state's denocratic institutions by increasing participation in
el ections, and to pronote the health and safety of Washington citizens
by fostering ex-felons becom ng fully productive nenbers of society.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 29.07 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, persons
convicted of a felony will have their civil right to the elective
franchise restored if they have conpleted all the requirenents of all
of their sentences, except for l|legal financial obligations as defined
in RCW 9. 94A. 030.

(2) This section does not inpair an offender's ability to obtain a
certificate of discharge prior to conpletion of comunity supervision
if eligible under RCW 9. 94A. 637(3).

(3) This section does not affect or prevent the enforcenent of
| egal financial obligations or the offender's obligation to conply with
an order issued under chapter 10.99 RCW or any other legal authority
that excludes or prohibits the offender from having contact with a
specified person, or comng wthin a set distance of any specified
| ocation, that was contained in the judgnent and sentence.

--- END ---
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