©O© 00 N o o b

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18

H 1686. 1

HOUSE BI LL 1973

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Veloria, MCoy and Kenney

Read first tinme 02/18/2003. Referred to Committee on Trade &
Econom ¢ Devel opnent.

AN ACT Relating to pronoting tourism adding a new section to
chapter 43.31 RCW creating a new section; and maki ng appropriations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Nature-based tourism is a growing sector that can provide
Washi ngton residents with jobs and local communities with needed
revenues;

(2) Contacts made through nature-based tourismactivities may yield
future benefits in ternms of future investnents in the state and | oca
comuni ties;

(3) Current efforts to pronote nature-based tourismare limted by
fundi ng; and

(4) A collaborative effort anobng state and |ocal governnents,
tribes, and private enterprises can serve to |leverage the investnents
i n nature-based touri sm nmade by each

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.31 RCW
to read as foll ows:
The departnent of conmmunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent shal
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devel op an annual nature-based business and marketing plan and
coordinate with the departnent of fish and wldlife and other
appropriate agencies and organizations to pronote and narket nature-
based tourism in WAshington to nmaximze efforts and benefits. Thi s
effort shall include the coordination of:

(1) The pronotion of nature-based tourism

(2) The pronotion of fishing, hunting, and wildlife view ng;

(3) The creation of partnerships anong agencies, organizations,
tribes, and l|ocal communities to develop and pronote nature-based
tourism

(4) The provision of educational information to the mnority and
| ocal communities in order to educate them about rules and regul ati ons
as well as recreational opportunities; and

(5) The pronotion of l|ocal industries, such as agriculture-based
tourism

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The sum of seventy-five thousand
dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated from
the general fund to the departnment of comunity, trade, and econom c
devel opnent for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2004, to carry out the
pur poses of this act.

(2) The sum of seventy-five thousand dollars, or as much thereof as
may be necessary, is appropriated from the general fund to the
departnment of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2005, to carry out the purposes of this act.

--- END ---
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