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HOUSE BI LL 1971

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Dickerson, Kagi, Pettigrew, MIloscia, Fromhold,
Darneille, Shabro, Ocutt, Bailey, Schual-Berke and Kenney

Read first time 02/18/2003. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Services.

AN ACT Rel ating to deaf education; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) Under current law, the prinmary purpose
of the school for the deaf is to educate and train hearing inpaired

children in the state. In addition to having responsibility for the
supervi sion and managenent of the school, the superintendent of the
school for the deaf is required to: Provide information about

educational progranms, instructional techniques, materials, equipnent,
and resources available to students with auditory inpairnments to the
parent or guardian, educational service district superintendent, and
t he superintendent of the school district where the student resides;
and serve as a consultant to the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, provide instructional |eadership, and assist school
districts in inproving their instructional prograns for students wth
heari ng i npairnments.

(2) In order to fulfill its obligation to the hearing inpaired
residents of the state, the legislature finds that the school for the
deaf nust continually examne its role, in consultation with parents,
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students, advocacy groups, researchers, teachers, and school districts
t hroughout the state, to ensure that the needs of hearing inpaired
children in the state are being net, both now and in the future.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) There is established a deaf education
task force. The focus of the task force shall be an exam nation of the
role of the school for the deaf in the education and training of
hearing inpaired children in the state.

(2) The nmenbership of the task force nust include the foll ow ng:
Parents of hearing inpaired children; hearing inpaired adults;
representatives of organizations that advocate for hearing inpaired
i ndi vi dual s; researchers on heari ng I npai r ment ; i ndi vi dual s
specializing in the education of hearing inpaired individuals; and
representatives of |ocal school districts.

(3) The task force shall consist of fifteen nenbers as foll ows:

(a) El even nenbers appointed by the governor upon the
recommendati on of the board of trustees of the school for the deaf; and

(b) Four nenbers of the | egislature, one fromeach political caucus
of the house of representatives to be appointed by the speaker of the
house of representatives and one from each political caucus of the
senate to be appointed by the president of the senate, each of whom
shall serve as ex officio nenbers of the task force.

(4) The task force shall elect a chair from anmong its nenbers.
Vacancies in the nmenbership of the task force shall be filled in the
same manner as the original appointnents.

(5) Nongovernnental nenbers of the task force shall be reinbursed
for travel expenses in accordance with RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03. 060.
Legi slative nenbers of the task force shall serve w thout additiona
conpensation but shall be reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance
with RCW 44.04.120 while attending sessions of the task force or on
of ficial business authorized by the task force.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The deaf education task force shall devel op
a strategic plan for the school for the deaf. The strategic plan nust
include, at a mninum the foll ow ng:

(1) The appropriate service delivery nodel for serving hearing
i npai red children throughout the state;
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(2) The role of the school for the deaf in the devel opnent of
quality services for hearing inpaired children throughout the state;

(3) The role of the school for the deaf in providing direct and
indirect services to hearing inpaired children both on canpus and in
the children's local communities; and

(4) The role of the school for the deaf in relation to | ocal school
districts and other partners throughout the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The deaf education task force shall
report to the governor and the appropriate fiscal and policy commttees
of the legislature no |later than Decenber 1, 2004.

(2) The deaf education task force shall expire January 1, 2005.

~-- END ---
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