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HOUSE BI LL 1917

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Edwards, Pflug, Cody and Ski nner
Read first time 02/14/2003. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Rel ating to regul ati on of boardi ng honmes; and reenacting and
anendi ng RCW 18. 20. 010.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 18.20.010 and 2000 ¢ 171 s 3 and 2000 c 121 s 1 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

The purpose of this chapter is to provide for the devel opnent,
establi shnment, and enforcenent of standards for the maintenance and

operation of boarding hones, which, in the light of advancing
know edge, w Il pronote safe and adequate care of the individuals
t herei n. It is further the intent of the l|egislature that boarding

homes be available to neet the needs of those for whom they care by
recognizing the capabilities of individuals to direct their self-
medi cation or to use supervised sel f-nedi cation techni ques when ordered
and approved by a physician |icensed under chapter 18.57 or 18.71 RCW
or a podiatric physician and surgeon |icensed under chapter 18.22 RCW
The leqgislature finds that |icensed boardi ng hones are an essenti al
conponent of honme and community-based services, and that the
noninstitutional nature of this care setting nust be preserved and
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protected by ensuring a requlatory structure that focuses on the actual
care and services provided to residents, consuner satisfaction, and
continuous quality inprovenent.

The leqgislature declares that the state's requlations for |icensed

boarding hones nust be outcone based and designed to encourage
individual dignity, autonony, and choice and to foster affordable
residential care.

The leqgislature further finds that consuners should be afforded
access to affordable long-termcare services in |licensed boardi ng hones
and believes that care delivery nmust remain responsive to consuner
preferences, not requlatory dictated service and care levels that drive
costs and elimnate choice. Residents and consuners in |icensed
boardi ng hones should be afforded the right to self-direct care, and
this right should be reflected in the rules governing licensed boarding
hones.

The |l egislature finds that many residents of community-based | ong-
termcare facilities are vul nerable and their health and wel | -being are
dependent on their caregivers. The quality, skills, and know edge of
their caregivers are often the key to good care. The legislature finds
that the need for well-trained caregivers is growing as the state's
popul ati on ages and residents' needs increase. The |legislature intends
that current training standards be enhanced.

--- END ---
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