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H 1428.1

HOUSE BI LL 1893

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Cairnes, Benson, Roach, Hol ngui st , McMahan,
Skinner, Melke, Ocutt, Sunp, H nkle, Wods, Cenents and Tal cott

Read first time 02/13/20083. Referred to Commttee on Fisheries,
Ecol ogy & Parks.

AN ACT Rel ating to prohibiting the assessnent of access or parking
fees at state parks and recreation comm ssion facilities; anmendi ng RCW
79A. 05.070; creating a new section; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that Washi ngton state
parks are a val uable natural resource for all citizens to enjoy. The
| egislature also finds that famlies visit state parks to recreate,
relax, or just to enjoy the beautiful scenery. The |egislature further
finds that state parks are supported by tax dollars, and shoul d be open
and available to all citizens, regardless of their inconme and ability
to pay. The legislature recognizes that many famlies that visit state
parks cannot afford nore expensive fornms of recreation, and they rely
on state parks for their famly vacation. Therefore, the legislature
finds that there should be free access and parking at all state parks.

Sec. 2. RCW 79A.05.070 and 1999 c¢c 249 s 307 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
The conmm ssion may:
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(1) Make rules and regul ations for the proper adm nistration of its
duti es;

(2) Accept any grants of funds nmade wth or w thout a matching
requi renment by the United States, or any agency thereof, for purposes
in keeping wwth the purposes of this chapter; accept gifts, bequests,
devi ses and endownents for purposes in keeping with such purposes;
enter into cooperative agreenments wth and provide for private
nonprofit groups to use state park property and facilities to raise
money to contribute gifts, grants, and support to the comm ssion for
the purposes of this chapter. The comm ssion may assi st the nonprofit
group in a cooperative effort by providing necessary agency personnel
and services, if avail able. However, none of the noneys raised nmay
inure to the benefit of the nonprofit group, except in furtherance of
its purposes to benefit the comm ssion as provided in this chapter.
The agency and the private nonprofit group shall agree on the nature of
any project to be supported by such gift or grant prior to the use of
any agency property or facilities for raising noney. Any such gifts
may be in the form of recreational facilities developed or built in
part or in whole for public use on agency property, provided that the
facility is consistent with the purposes of the agency;

(3) Require certification by the commssion of all parks and
recreation workers enployed in state aided or state controlled
pr ogr amns;

(4) Act jointly, when advisable, with the United States, any other
state agencies, institutions, departnents, boards, or commi ssions in
order to carry out the objectives and responsibilities of this chapter;

(5) Gant franchises and easenents for any legitinmte purpose on
parks or parkways, for such terns and subject to such conditions and
consi derations as the comm ssion shall specify;

(6) Charge such fees for services, utilities, and use of facilities
as the comm ssion shall deem proper. The conmmi ssion nmay not charge a
fee for general park access or parking;

(7) Enter into agreenents whereby individuals or conpanies may rent
undevel oped parks or parkway | and for grazing, agricultural, or m neral
devel opnment purposes upon such terns and conditions as the conm ssion
shal |l deem proper, for a termnot to exceed ten years;

(8) Determne the qualifications of and enploy a director of parks
and recreation who shall receive a salary as fixed by the governor in
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accordance with the provisions of RCW 43.03.040 and determ ne the
qualifications and salary of and enploy such other persons as may be
needed to carry out the provisions hereof; and

(9) Wthout being limted to the powers hereinbefore enunerated,
the comm ssion shall have such other powers as in the judgnent of a
majority of its nmenbers are deened necessary to effectuate the purposes
of this chapter: PROVIDED, That the comm ssion shall not have power to
supervise directly any local park or recreation district, and no funds
shal | be nmade avail able for such purpose.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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