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HOUSE BI LL 1873

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative M| oscia

Read first time 02/12/2003. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Servi ces.

AN ACT Relating to the licensing of sober living facilities; and
addi ng a new chapter to Title 70 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that sober |iving
homes are like a single-fam |y residence in many respects and shoul d be
afforded the sane treatnent as a single-famly residence for nost
purposes. The |l egislature does, however, recognize that sober |iving
homes differ from nost single-famly residences in sone respects. A
sober living home offers housing to several unrelated persons wthin
the sane residential building. The very nature of the residence, that
of housing several individuals, will |ikely cause the home to differ
from nost honmes in the community in which the honme is |ocated. The
increased traffic flowto and fromthe honme is one exanple of how such
a home may be different fromothers in the comunity.

Washi ngton state does not currently regulate the establishment of
sober living hones in Washington. Due to the |lack of regulation, there
is no nmeans of nonitoring to ensure that the hones neet any standards
for safety or conpliance with state and | ocal | aws.
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The state of Washington has a conpelling interest in regulating
sober living hones in the state to ensure the honmes conply wth all
state and local |aws governing building, fire, safety, health code as
wel | as zoning standards, and traffic regul ations.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. Unless the <context «clearly requires
otherwse, the definitions in this section apply throughout this
chapter.

(1) "Departnent"” nmeans the departnment of social and health
servi ces.

(2) "Resident" nmeans a person who receives roomor board, or both,
froma sober living hone.

(3) "Sober living hone" neans a honme that provides room or board,
or both, and that requires residents to abstain from using al cohol or
illicit drugs but does not provide or require participation in any
recovery mai nt enance activities, does not require supervision, and does
not mai ntain case managenent files as a condition of residency.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The departnent shall adopt rules and
standards with respect to sober living hones to be |licensed under this
chapter to carry out the purposes and requirenents of this chapter. In
devel oping rules and standards, the departnent shall recognize the
residential famly-like nature of sober living hones and not devel op
rules and standards which by their conplexity serve as an overly
restrictive barrier to the devel opnment of the sober living hones in the
state. Procedures and forns established by the departnent shall be
devel oped so they are easy to understand and conply with. Paper work
requi renents shall be mnimal. Easy to understand materials shall be
devel oped for sober living homes explaining |icensing requirenents and
pr ocedur es.

(2) In developing the rules and standards, the departnent shal
consult with all divisions and adm nistrations within the departnent
serving populations living in sober living honmes, including the
di vi si on of al cohol and substance abuse.

(3) Except where provided otherw se, chapter 34.05 RCWshall govern
all departnent rule-making and adjudicative activities under this
chapter.
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(4) After July 1, 2004, no person shall operate, maintain, or
reside in a sober living honme in this state without a |icense under
this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Notw thstanding the existence or use of any
ot her remedy, the department may, in the manner provided by |aw, upon
the advice of the attorney general who shall represent the departnent
in the proceedings, nmaintain an action in the nane of the state for an
injunction, civil penalty, or other process against a person to
restrain or prevent the operation or mai ntenance of a sober |iving hone
wi thout a license under this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) An application for a license shall be
made to the departnent upon forns provided by it and shall contain such
informati on as the departnent reasonably requires.

(2)(a) Upon receipt of an application for a |license, the departnent
shal |l nmake public notification in the local comunity of the proposed
site.

(b) Notifications required under this section shall be provided to
the foll ow ng:

(1) Appropriate school districts, private schools, and |ocal
chanbers of commerce within three hundred feet of the proposed site or
sites; and

(ti) In witing to all residents and/or property owners wthin
three hundred feet of the proposed site or sites.

(3) The departnment shall issue a license to a sober living hone if
the departnent finds that the hone is in conpliance with this chapter
and the rul es adopted under this chapter.

(4) The license fee shall be submtted wth the application.

(5) The license fee shall be set at fifty dollars per year for each
home. A fifty dollar processing fee shall also be charged each hone
when the honme is initially |icensed.

(6) The departnent shall serve upon the honme a copy of the decision
granting or denying an application for a license. A sober living hone
shal |l have the right to contest denial of the application for a |license
as provided in chapter 34.05 RCW by requesting a hearing in witing
w thin twenty-ei ght days after receipt of the notice of denial.
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(7) A license shall remain valid unless voluntarily surrendered
suspended, or revoked in accordance with this chapter.

(8)(a) The departnment has the authority to imediately suspend a
license if it finds that conditions there constitute an i mm nent danger
to residents.

(b) The departnent nmay comrence an action in superior court to
enjoin the operation of a sober living hone if it finds that conditions
there constitute an i nm nent danger to residents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) Sober living hones shall be naintained
internally and externally in good repair and condition. Such hones
shal |l have safe and functioning systens for heating, cooling, hot and
cold water, electricity, plunbing, garbage disposal, sewage, cooking,
| aundry, artificial and natural ||ight, ventilation, and any other
feature of the hone as required by state and |ocal regqgulations,
statutes, or ordinances.

(2) Each sober living home shall neet applicable |ocal |icensing,
zoni ng, building, and housing codes, and state and local fire safety
regul ations as they pertain to a single-famly residence. It is the

responsibility of the home to check with local authorities to ensure
all local codes are net.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Sections 1 through 6 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 70 RCW

~-- END ---
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