ol A W DN P

©O© 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

H1272.1

HOUSE BI LL 1807

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Talcott, Meller, Tom Anderson, Schindler, Ahern
and Hol myui st

Read first tine 02/10/2003. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to student achi evenment and accountability; anmending
RCW 28A. 165. 030, 28A. 165.060, 28A.165.070, 28A. 505.120, 28A 505.210
and 28A. 655.030; adding new sections to chapter 28A 655 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that, in order to raise student achievenent
to and beyond state standards, schools and school districts need
predictable and sustainable funding that is not reduced when
achi evenment and inprovenent goals are nmet. The legislature also finds
that, in order to unify prograns that assist struggling students while
saving time and resources, schools and districts need relief fromlaws
and rules that inhibit flexibility and creative problem solving. I n
addi tion, schools and districts should have conplete flexibility in the
use of state student assistance funds as long as the schools and
districts are neeting state academ c and inprovenent goals. The
| egi sl ature further finds that, once schools and districts have these
tools, the state should hold themaccountable for neeting state student
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| earni ng goals, using an accountability systemthat is aligned to the
accountability provisions in the federal "no child |eft behind act of
2001."

Therefore, the legislature intends to hel p schools and districts in
their efforts to raise student achievenent by conbining state and
federal assistance progranms, renoving state rules that inhibit
flexibility in those progranms, and aligning the state accountability
systemwi th the provisions in federal |aw.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

The purpose of the |earning assistance programin chapter 28A. 165
RCW and student achi evenent funds under RCW 28A. 505.210 is to hel p al
students neet or exceed the state's academ c standards.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT PLANS AND CORRECTI VE ACTIONS. (1) Wien a school or
school district is identified for school inprovenent under state or
federal |aw, the school district shall

(a) Make public the list of schools so identified;

(b) Wth the assistance of parents, school and district staff,
interested nenbers of the community, and the superintendent of public
instruction, help the identified school or identified district perform
an educational audit and devel op or revise an inprovenent plan;

(c) Approve each school's inprovenent plan

(d) Ofer students in the identified school or identified district
an opportunity to nove to another school or district that is not so
identified, and provide transportation to the new school or district;
and

(e) Subject to funding provided for this purpose by the state or
federal governnent, provide supplenental services to eligible students.

(2) When a school is identified for corrective action under state
or federal law, in addition to the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section, the superintendent of public instruction shall work wth the
school and the school district to inplement one or nore of the
foll ow ng actions:

(a) Provision of an outside expert adviser for the school;

HB 1807 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N PR R R R R R R R
O © o NO O D WDNN - O

21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

(b) Public notification of the decision to put the school under
corrective action;

(c) Inplenentation of a new curriculum including the provision of
pr of essi onal devel opnent for teachers and paraeducators responsi ble for
hel pi ng students learn the curricul um

(d) Revision of the school's internal organization;

(e) Reduction of the authority of principals and others naking
deci sions on the managenent of the identified school;

(f) Replacenent of school staff; or

(g) Extension of the school day or school year.

(3) Wien a school district is identified for corrective action
under state or federal law, in addition to the provisions of subsection
(1) of this section, the superintendent of public instruction shal
work with the district to inplement one or nore of the follow ng
actions:

(a) Defernent, wthholding, or reduction of federal and nonbasic
education state funds;

(b) I'nplenmentation of a new curriculum including the provision of
pr of essi onal devel opnent for staff; or

(c) Repl acenent of district personnel.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

Begi nning January 1, 2004, a board of school directors may not
enter or extend any contract or agreenent that prevents or inhibits the
i npl enentation of any of the provisions of section 3 of this act for a
school or district identified for school inprovenment or corrective
action.

Sec. 5. RCW28A. 165.030 and 1999 ¢ 78 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly indicates otherwise the definitions in
this section apply throughout RCW 28A. 165. 010 t hrough 28A. 165. 090.

(1) "Basic skills" nmeans readi ng, mathematics, and | anguage arts as
wel | as readiness activities associated with such skills.

(2) "Placenent testing" mneans the admnistration of objective
measures by a school district for the purposes of diagnosing the basic
skills achievenent |evels, determning the basic skills areas of
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greatest need, and establishing the learning assistance needs of
i ndi vi dual students in conformance with instructions established by the
superintendent of public instruction for such purposes.

(3) "Approved progrant nmeans a program conducted pursuant to a plan
submtted by a district and approved by the superintendent of public
i nstruction under RCW 28A. 165. 040.

(4) "Participating student” neans a student in kindergarten through
grade ((n+ne)) twelve who scores below grade |evel in basic skills, as
determned by placenent testing, and who is identified under RCW
28A. 165. 050 to receive additional services or support under an approved
program

(5) "Basic skills tests" neans ((statewrde)) tests ((at—the—thi+rd
grade—tevel)) established pursuant to ((REW28A230190—and—etghth
grade level established pursuant to RCW 28A 230.230)) district

policies, and state and federal | aw.

Sec. 6. RCW 28A. 165. 060 and 1989 ¢ 233 s 3 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

Services or activities ((whieh)) that nay be supported under an
approved program of |earning assistance shall ((+nelude—but—noet—be
H-med—to-
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)
enphasi ze best practices and r esear ch-based activities and
i nstructional technigues that have been proven effective in raising
student achi evenent.

Sec. 7. RCW 28A 165.070 and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 13 s 1 are each
amended to read as foll ows:

Each school district which has established an approved program
shall be eligible, as determned by the superintendent of public
instruction, for state funds nade available for the purposes of such
progr amns.

(1) For the ((4995-96)) 2003-04 school year and thereafter, the
superi nt endent of public i nstruction shal | distribute funds
appropriated for the | earni ng assi stance programin accordance with the
bi enni al appropriations act. The distribution fornula shall be based
upon ((an—assessrent—of—students—and)) student enroll nent wei ghted by
a poverty factor.

reath-rg—wH-HRg——eorrpii-cat on——and—matherates—) ) School districts

are strongly encouraged to provide the schools in their districts with
stable funding fromthis programand to refrain from reduci ng funding
when achi evenent and i nprovenent goals are net by a school

Sec. 8. RCW 28A. 505. 120 and 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 118 s 12 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:
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If a local school district fails to conply with any binding
restrictions issued by the superintendent of public instruction, the
all ocation of state funds for support of the local school district may
be wthheld, pending an investigation of the reason for such
nonconpliance by the office of the superintendent of public
i nstruction. Witten notice of the intent to withhold state funds,
with reasons stated for this action, shall be nmade to the school
district by the office of the superintendent of public instruction
before any portion of the state allocation is w thheld.

The superintendent of public instruction may w thhold, reduce, or
defer the allocation of all or a portion of federal and nonbasic
education state funding froma school district in corrective action, as
provided in section 3(3) of this act.

Sec. 9. RCW 28A. 505. 210 and 2001 ¢ 3 s 3 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) School districts shall have the authority to decide the best
use of student achievenent funds to assist students in neeting and
exceeding the new, higher academc standards in each district
consistent wwth the provisions of chapter 3, Laws of 2001.

{ ( BH—Student—aeht-evenrent—Ftunds—shat—hbe—altseated—For—the
follow ng uses:
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(2) Annually on or before May 1st, the school district board of
directors shall neet at the tinme and place designated for the purpose
of a public hearing on the proposed use of these funds to inprove
student achievenent for the comng year. Any person nay appear or by
written subm ssion have the opportunity to coment on the proposed pl an
for the use of these funds. No | ater than August 31lst, as a part of
t he process under RCW 28A. 505. 060, each school district shall adopt a
plan for the wuse of these funds for the upcom ng school year.
Annual 'y, each school district shall provide to the citizens of their
district a public accounting of the funds nade available to the
district during the previous school year under chapter 3, Laws of 2001,
how the funds were used, and the progress the district has nade in
i ncreasing student achievenent, as neasured by required state
assessnments and ot her assessnents deened appropriate by the district.
Copi es of this report shall be provided to the superintendent of public
instruction and to the academc achievenent and accountability
conmi ssi on.

Sec. 10. RCW 28A.655.030 and 2002 ¢ 37 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The powers and duties of the academ c achievenent and
accountability comm ssion shall include, but are not limted to the
fol | ow ng:

(1) For purposes of statew de accountability, the conm ssion shall:

(a) Adopt and revise performance inprovenent goals in reading,
writing, science, and mathematics by subject and grade |level as the
comm ssion deens appropriate to inprove student |earning, once
assessnents in these subjects are required statew de. The goal s shal
be consistent wth student privacy protection provisions of RCW
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28A. 655.090(7) and shall not conflict with requirenents contained in
Title | of the federal elenentary and secondary education act of 1965,

as anended. The goals nmay be established for all students,
econom cally disadvantaged students, limted English proficient
st udent s, students wth disabilities, and students from

di sproportionately academcally underachieving racial and ethnic
backgrounds. The conm ssion may establish school and school district
goal s addressing high school graduation rates and dropout reduction

- - —)) The conm ssion
shall adopt the goals by rule. However, before each goal is
i npl emented, the comm ssion shall present the goal to the education
commttees of the house of representatives and the senate for the
commttees' review and comment in a tine frane that will permt the
| egislature to take statutory action on the goal if such action is
deened warranted by the |egislature;

(b) Identify the scores students nust achieve in order to neet the
standard on t he Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning and determ ne
student scores that identify |evels of student performance bel ow and
beyond the standard. The conmm ssion shall set such perfornmance
standards and |l evels in consultation with the superintendent of public
instruction and after consideration of any recomendati ons that nay be
devel oped by any advisory commttees that may be established for this
pur pose;

(c) Adopt objective, systematic criteria to identify successfu
school s and school districts and recormmend to the superintendent of
public instruction schools and districts to be recogni zed for two types
of acconplishments, student achievenent and inprovenments in student
achi evenent. Recognition for inprovenents in student achi evenent shal
i ncl ude consideration of one or nore of the follow ng acconplishnents:

(i) An increase in the percent of students neeting standards. The
| evel of achievenent required for recognition nay be based on the
achi evenent goal s established by the | egislature under RCW 28A. 655. 050
and the conmm ssion under (a) of this subsection;

(1i) Positive progress on an inprovenent index that neasures
i nprovenent in all |evels of the assessnent; and
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(ti1) Inprovenents despite challenges such as high levels of
mobility, poverty, English as a second |anguage |earners, and |arge
nunbers of students in special populations as neasured by either the
percent of students neeting the standard, or the inprovenent index.

Wen determining the baseline year or years for recognizing
i ndi vi dual schools, the comm ssion may use the assessnent results from
the initial years the assessnents were adm nistered, if doing so with
i ndi vi dual school s woul d be appropri ate;

(d) Adopt objective, systematic criteria to identify schools and
school districts in need of assistance and those in which significant
nunbers of students persistently fail to neet state standards. In its
del i berations, the comm ssion shall consider the use of all statew de
mandated criterion-referenced and normreferenced standardi zed tests;

(e) ldentify, based on state and federal criteria and avail able
appropriations, schools and school districts ((+A—wiieh——state

comm-sston-)) for school inprovenent and corrective action. The
superintendent shall ((+nAtervenre—+n)) provide assistance as identified
under section 3 of this act to the school or school district ((anrdtake

Hervene—r—a—school—or—sehool—distriet)) so identified;

(f) Identify performance incentive systens that have inproved or
have the potential to inprove student achievenent;

(g) Annually review the assessnent reporting system to ensure
fairness, accuracy, tineliness, and equity of opportunity, especially
with regard to schools wth special circunstances and unique
popul ati ons of students, and ((a—+ecemrendation)) recommend to the
superintendent of public instruction ((et)) any inprovenents needed to
the system

(h) Annually report by Decenber 1st to the legislature, the
governor, the superintendent of public instruction, and the state board
of education on the progress, findings, and recommendations of the
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comm ssion. The report may include recommendati ons of actions to help
I nprove student achi evenent;

(i) By Decenber 1, 2000, and by Decenber 1st annually thereafter
report to the education commttees of the house of representatives and
the senate on the progress that has been nade in achieving the reading
goal under RCW 28A.655.050 and any additional goals adopted by the
conmi ssi on;

(j) Coordinate its activities with the state board of education and
the office of the superintendent of public instruction;

(k) Seek advice from the public and all interested educationa
organi zations in the conduct of its work; and

(1) Establish advisory conmmttees, which nay include persons who
are not nenbers of the conm ssion;

(2) Holding neetings and public hearings, which may include
regi onal neetings and heari ngs;

(3) Hring necessary staff and determning the staff's duties and
conpensat i on. However, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall provide staff support to the comm ssion until the
comm ssion has hired its own staff, and shall provide nost of the
techni cal assistance and |ogistical support needed by the conm ssion
t hereafter. The office of the superintendent of public instruction
shall be the fiscal agent for the conm ssion. The comm ssion may
direct the office of the superintendent of public instruction to enter
into subcontracts, wthin the commssion's resources, wth school
districts, teachers, higher education faculty, state agencies, business
organi zations, and other individuals and organizations to assist the
comm ssion in its deliberations; and

(4) Receiving per diemand travel allowances as perm tted under RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. Captions used in this act are not any part
of the | aw.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---
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