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HOUSE BI LL 1746

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Al exander, Conway, DeBolt, Chandler and Sinpson

Read first tinme 02/06/2003. Referred to Committee on Commerce &
Labor.

AN ACT Relating to electrical contractor |icenses; and anmendi ng RCW
19. 28. 041.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW19.28.041 and 2002 c 249 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is unlawful for any person, firm partnership, corporation,
or other entity to advertise, offer to do work, submt a bid, engage
in, conduct, or carry on the business of installing or maintaining
wires or equipnment to convey electric current, or installing or
mai nt ai ni ng equi pnent to be operated by electric current as it pertains
to the electrical industry, wthout having an unrevoked, unsuspended,
and unexpired electrical contractor license, issued by the departnent
in accordance with this chapter. Al electrical contractor |icenses
expire twenty-four calendar nonths followng the day of their issue.
The departnment may i ssue an el ectrical contractors |license for a period
of less than twenty-four nonths only for the purpose of equalizing the
nunber of electrical contractor I|icenses that expire each nonth.
Application for an electrical contractor license shall be made in
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witing to the departnent, acconpanied by the required fee. The
application shall state:

(a) The nanme and address of the applicant; in case of firnms or
partnerships, the nanes of the individuals conposing the firm or
partnership; in case of corporations, the names of the nmanaging

of ficials thereof;

(b) The location of the place of business of the applicant and the
name under which the business is conducted,

(c) Enpl oyer social security nunber;

(d) Evidence of workers' conpensation coverage for the applicant's
enpl oyees working in Washington, as follows:

(1) The applicant's industrial insurance account nunber issued by
t he departnent;

(i1) The applicant's self-insurer nunber issued by the departnent;
or

(ti1) For applicants domciled in a state or province of Canada
subject to an agreenment entered into under RCW 51.12.120(7), as
permtted by the agreenment, filing a certificate of coverage issued by
the agency that admnisters the workers' conpensation law in the
applicant's state or province of domcile certifying that the applicant
has secured the paynent of conpensation under the other state's or
provi nce's workers' conpensation |aw,

(e) Enploynent security departnent nunber;

(f) State excise tax registration nunber;

(g) Unified business identifier (UBlI) account nunber may be
substituted for the information required by (d) of this subsection if
the applicant wll not enploy enployees in Washington, and by (e) and
(f) of this subsection; and

(h) Whether a general or specialty electrical contractor license is

sought and, if the latter, the type of specialty. El ectri cal
contractor specialties include, but are not limted to: Residential,
punp and irrigation, limted energy system signs, nonresidential

mai nt enance, restricted nonresidential naintenance, appliance repair,
and a conbination specialty. A general electrical contractor |icense
shall grant to the holder the right to engage in, conduct, or carry on
the business of installing or maintaining wres or equipnment to carry
electric current, and installing or nmaintaining equipnent, or
installing or maintaining material to fasten or insulate such wires or
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equi pnent to be operated by electric current, in the state of
Washi ngton. A specialty electrical contractor license shall grant to
the holder a limted right to engage in, conduct, or carry on the
business of installing or maintaining wires or equipnent to carry
electrical <current, and installing or maintaining equipnment; or
installing or maintaining material to fasten or insulate such wires or
equi pnent to be operated by electric current in the state of WAshi ngton
as expressly allowed by the |icense.

(2) The departnent nmay verify the workers' conpensation coverage
i nformation provided by the applicant under subsection (1)(d) of this
section, including but not |imted to information regarding the
coverage of an individual enployee of the applicant. | f coverage is
provi ded under the | aws of another state, the departnent may notify the
other state that the applicant is enploying enployees in Washi ngton.

(3) The application for an electrical contractor |icense shall be
acconpanied by a bond in the sum of four thousand dollars with the
state of Washington naned as obligee in the bond, with good and
sufficient surety, to be approved by the departnent. The bond shall at
all times be kept in full force and effect, and any cancellation or
revocation thereof, or withdrawal of the surety therefrom suspends the
license issued to the principal until a new bond has been filed and
approved as provided in this section. Upon approval of a bond, the
departnent shall on the next business day deposit the fee acconpanying
the application in the electrical license fund and shall file the bond
in the office. The departnent shall upon request furnish to any
person, firm partnership, corporation, or other entity a certified
copy of the bond upon the paynent of a fee that the departnent shal
set by rule. The fee shall cover but not exceed the cost of furnishing
the certified copy. The bond shall be conditioned that in any
installation or maintenance of wires or equi pnent to convey el ectrical
current, and equipnment to be operated by electrical current, the
principal will conply with the provisions of this chapter and with any
el ectrical ordinance, building code, or regulation of a city or town
adopt ed pursuant to RCW 19.28.010(3) that is in effect at the tine of
entering into a contract. The bond shall be conditioned further that
the principal will pay for all labor, including enployee benefits, and
mat erial furnished or used upon the work, taxes and contributions to
the state of Washington, and all damages that may be sustained by any
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person, firm partnership, corporation, or other entity due to a
failure of the principal to nmake the installation or nmaintenance in
accordance with this chapter or any applicable ordinance, building
code, or regulation of a city or town adopted pursuant to RCW

19.28.010(3). In lieu of the surety bond required by this section the
license applicant may file with the departnment a cash deposit or other
negoti able security acceptable to the departnent. If the |icense

applicant has filed a cash deposit, the departnent shall deposit the
funds in a special trust savings account in a comnercial bank, mnutual
savi ngs bank, or savings and | oan associ ation and shall pay annually to
the depositor the interest derived fromthe account.

(4) The departnment shall issue general or specialty electrical
contractor licenses to applicants neeting all of the requirenents of
this chapter. The provisions of this chapter relating to the |icensing
of any person, firm partnership, corporation, or other entity
including the requirenent of a bond with the state of Washi ngton naned
as obligee therein and the collection of a fee therefor, are excl usive,
and no political subdivision of the state of WAshington nay require or
i ssue any |icenses or bonds or charge any fee for the sane or a simlar
pur pose. No person, firm partnership, corporation, or other entity
hol di ng nore than one specialty contractor |icense under this chapter
may be required to pay an annual fee for nore than one such |license or
to post nore than one four thousand dollar bond, equivalent cash
deposit, or other negotiable security.

(5) To obtain a general or specialty electrical contractor |icense
the applicant nust designate an individual who currently possesses a
valid master journeyman electrician's certificate of conpetency, naster
specialty electrician's certificate of conpetency in the specialty for
whi ch application has been nmade, or admnistrator's certificate as a
general electrical contractor admnistrator or as a specialty
el ectrical <contractor admnistrator in the specialty for which
application has been made.

(6) Admnistrator certificate specialties include but are not
limted to: Residential, punp and irrigation, limted energy system
si gns, nonr esi denti al mai nt enance, restricted nonresi denti a
mai nt enance, appliance repair, and conbi nation specialty. To obtain an
admnistrator's certificate an individual nust pass an exam nation as
set forth in RCW 19.28.051 unless the applicant was a |icensed
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el ectrical contractor at any time during 1974. Applicants who were
el ectrical contractors |licensed by the state of Washington at any tine
during 1974 are entitled to receive a general electrical contractor
admnistrator's certificate without examnation if the applicants apply
prior to January 1, 1984. The board of electrical exam ners shall
certify to the departnent the nanes of all persons who are entitled to
either a general or specialty electrical contractor admnistrator's
certificate.

--- END ---
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