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H 2407. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1557

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by
Representatives MDernott, Ericksen, Sinpson, Arnstrong, Lovick
Canmpbel |, Sullivan, Dickerson, Cody and Sant os)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 10/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to the collection of voter-approved taxes by a city
transportation authority; amending RCW 35.95A.120 and 35.95A. 130;
addi ng new sections to chapter 35.95A RCW prescribing penalties; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 35.95A. 120 and 2002 c¢ 248 s 13 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The city transportation authority may be di ssolved by a vote of the
peopl e residing within the boundaries of the authority if the authority
is faced with significant financial problens. However, the authority
may covenant with holders of its bonds that it nmay not be di ssolved and
shall continue to exist solely for the purpose of continuing to |evy
and collect any taxes or assessnents levied by it and pledged to the
repaynent of debt and to take other actions, including the appointnent
of a trustee, as necessary to allowit to repay any remaining debt. No
such debt may be incurred by the authority on a project until thirty
days after a final environnental inpact statenent on that project has
been issued as required by chapter 43.21C RCW Any referendumpetition
to dissolve the city transportation authority nust be filed with the
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city council and contain provisions for dissolution of the authority.
Wthin seven days, the city prosecutor nust review the validity of the
petition and submt its report to the petitioner and city council. If
the petitioner's clains are deened valid by the city prosecutor, within
ten days of the petitioner's filing, the city council wll confer with
the petitioner concerning the formand style of the petition, issue an
identification nunber for the petition, and wite a ballot title for
t he nmeasure. The ballot title nmust be posed as a question and an
affirmative vote on the neasure results in authority retention and a
negative vote on the neasure results in the authority's dissolution
The petitioner will be notified of the identification nunber and ball ot
title within this ten-day peri od.

After this notification, the petitioner has ninety days in which to
secure on petition fornms, the signatures of not less than fifteen
percent of the registered voters in the authority area and to file the

signed petitions with the filing officer. Each petition form nust
contain the ballot title and the full text of the nmeasure to be
referred. The filing officer will verify the sufficiency of the
signatures on the petitions. If sufficient valid signatures are

properly submtted, the filing officer shall submt the initiative to
the authority area voters at a general or special election held on one
of the dates provided in RCW 29.13.010 as determned by the city
council, which election wll not take place later than one hundred
twenty days after the signed petition has been filed with the filing
of ficer.

Sec. 2. RCW 35.95A.130 and 2002 c¢ 248 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The special excise tax inposed under RCW 35.95A.080(1) wll be
collected at the sane tinme and in the same manner as ((reHeenstngtab
fees—under—ROW46-16-0621)) under chapter 46.16 RCWand RCW 35. 95A. 090.
The tax will not be inposed on vehicles previously registered in
another state or nation when they are initially registered in this
state. Every year on January 1st, April 1st, July 1st, and October 1st
the departnent of licensing shall remt special excise taxes collected
on behalf of an authority, back to the authority, at no cost to the
aut hority. Val uation of notor vehicles for purposes of the specia
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exci se tax inposed under RCW 35.95A 080(1) nust be consistent with
chapter 82.44 RCW

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. A newsection is added to chapter 35.95A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) It is a violation of this chapter for any resident of the
authority area to register a notor vehicle owned by the resident
outside the authority area where the registration is for the purpose of
evading the collection of the special excise tax levied by the
authority for the privilege of wusing a notor vehicle under RCW
35.95A.080(1). Wien a violation of this chapter occurs, the resident
of the authority area is subject to a civil penalty equal to three
tinmes the anmount of the evaded special excise tax. For purposes of
this subsection, each and every tine a registration is nmade with the
intent to evade the special excise tax constitutes a separate and
di stinct violation.

(2) Acity transportation authority is authorized to inpose civil
penalties in accordance wth this chapter and the procedura
requi renents providing for notice, hearing, and review contained in
chapter 34.05 RCW An authority shall adopt a formal policy to
i npl emrent the required procedures.

(3) The penalty provided for in this section nust be inposed by
witten notice to the person agai nst whomthe civil penalty is assessed
and nust describe the violation. The inposed penalty is due twenty-
eight days after the miling of the witten notice unless an
application for an adjudicative hearing is filed as provided for in
chapter 34.05 RCWand an authority's inplenmenting policy.

(4) In addition to other renmedies provided by law, a city
transportation authority may seek enforcenent of a final order inposing
the civil penalty by filing a petition for civil enforcenment in
accordance wth RCW 34. 05. 578.

(5) Gvil penalties collected nust be placed into the general fund
of a city transportation authority and used for any |awful purpose of
the authority.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 35.95A RCW
to read as foll ows:
(1) An authority inplenenting a transportation plan under this
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chapter nust be reviewed on a continuing basis by an independent
oversi ght panel until construction on any segnent approved by voters in
2002 is conplete. The panel is responsible for independent review,
anal ysis, and cormment on activities of the authority. These activities
must include, but are not limted to admnistrative and contracting
practices and review of project cost estimtes, costs, risks, and
schedul es. The panel may hire independent consulting firnms to assist
wth its activities and anal ysi s.

(2) The panel shall provide reports of its activities and findings
at least quarterly during the first four years of its existence and
then at |east twice annually in subsequent years. The reports nust be
provided to the nenbers of the board of the authority, the governor
the mayor and nenbers of the legislative authority of the city in which
it is located, and to the | egislature.

(3) The panel consists of a mninmmof eight nmenbers and a maxi num

of twelve. Initially, the panel consists of eight nenbers with an
equal nunber appointed by the governor and the mayor of the city in
which the authority is created. Panel nmenbers shall serve at the

pl easure of the appointing authority, and the panel shall elect a
chair. The panel may be expanded upon agreenent of both the governor
and the mayor.

(4) The authority shall provide resources to support the panel and
shal | cooperate in the activities in which the panel is involved.

(5) Each nenber of the panel is eligible to be reinbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 43.03. 050 and 43.03.060 and to
recei ve conpensation as provided in RCW43. 03. 250.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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