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HOUSE BI LL 1534

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Condotta, Schoesler, Chandler, Cenents, Newhouse,
Arnmstrong and Hol nqui st

Read first tinme 01/29/2003. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Nat ural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to water pollution; and anmending RCW 90.48.010
90. 48. 020, and 90. 48. 037.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW90.48.010 and 1973 ¢ 155 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

It is declared to be the public policy of the state of Wshi ngton
to maintain the highest possible standards to ((+nasure)) ensure the
purity of all waters of the state consistent with public health and
public enjoynent thereof, the propagation and protection of wild life,
birds, ganme, fish and other aquatic Ilife, and the industrial
devel opment of the state, and to that end require the use of all known
avai |l abl e and reasonable nethods by industries and others to prevent
and control the pollution of the waters of the state of Washington.
Consistent with this policy, the state of Washington will exercise its
powers granted under this chapter to requlate water pollution, as fully
and as effectively as possible, to retain and secure high quality for
all waters of the state. The state of Washington in recognition of the
federal governnment's interest in the quality of the navigable waters of
the United States, of which certain portions thereof are wthin the
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jurisdictional limts of this state, proclains a public policy of
wor ki ng cooperatively with the federal governnent in a joint effort to
extingui sh the sources of water quality degradation, while at the sane
time preserving and vigorously exercising state powers to ((Hnsure))
ensure that present and future standards of water quality within the
state shall be determned by the citizenry, through and by the efforts
of state governnent, of the state of Washi ngton.

Sec. 2. RCW90.48.020 and 2002 ¢ 161 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

Whenever the word "person” is used in this chapter, it shall be
construed to include any political subdivision, governnent agency,
muni ci pality, industry, public or private corporation, copartnership,
association, firm individual or any other entity whatsoever.

Werever the words "waters of the state" shall be used in this
chapter, they shall be construed to include |akes, rivers, ponds,
streans, inland waters, underground waters, salt waters and all other
surface waters and watercourses within the jurisdiction of the state of
Washi ngt on.

Whenever the word "pollution"” is used in this chapter, it shall be
construed to mean such contam nation, or other alteration of the
physi cal, chem cal or biological properties, of any waters of the
state, including change in tenperature, taste, color, turbidity, or
odor of the waters, or such discharge of any Iliquid, gaseous, solid,
radi oactive, or other substance into any waters of the state as wll or

is likely to create a nuisance or render such waters harnful
detrimental or injurious to the public health, safety or welfare, or to
donestic, comercial, industrial, agricultural, recreational, or other

legitimate beneficial uses, or to livestock, wild animals, birds, fish
or other aquatic life. Exercise of any water right claim permt, or
certificate granted under chapters 90.03, 90.14, and 90.44 RCW to
wi thdraw or divert water does not constitute "pollution"” as defined by
this chapter.

Wherever the word "departnment” is used in this chapter it shall
mean the departnent of ecol ogy.

Whenever the word "director” is used in this chapter it shall nean
the director of ecol ogy.
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Whenever the words "aquatic noxi ous weed" are used in this chapter,
t hey have the neaning prescribed under RCW 17. 26. 020.

Whenever the words "general sewer plan" are used in this chapter
they shall be construed to include all sewerage general plans, sewer
general conprehensive plans, plans for a system of sewerage, and other
pl ans for sewer systens adopted by a | ocal governnent entity including
but not limted to cities, towns, public utility districts, and water-
sewer districts.

Sec. 3. RCW 90.48.037 and 1991 c¢ 200 s 1102 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

The departnment, with the assistance of the attorney general, is
authorized to bring any appropriate action at law or in equity,
including action for injunctive relief, in the name of the people of
the state of Washington as may be necessary to carry out the provisions
of this chapter or chapter 90.56 RCW  However, the departnment nust
rely solely on its authority granted under chapters 90.03, 90.14, and
90.44 RCWto condition, limt, reqgulate, or control any claim permt,

or certificate to withdraw or divert water.

~-- END ---
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