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H 0785.1

HOUSE BI LL 1271

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Anderson, Mrris and Wod

Read first time 01/22/2003. Referred to Conmttee on Technol ogy,
Tel ecommuni cati ons & Energy.

AN ACT Relating to enhancing interoperability of the state's
ener gency communi cation systens; adding new sections to chapter 38.52
RCW providing an effective date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 38.52 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The strategic interoperability executive commttee is created
within the state mlitary departnent. The departnment is responsible
for the planni ng, devel opnent, managenent, mai ntenance, accountability,
and performance of the state's energency conmunication systens. The
director of the mlitary departnent and the director of the departnent
of information services shall be co-chairs of the commttee. The
menbership of the commttee nust include, but not be limted to,
representatives of state governnent, city and county governnents,
sheriffs and police chiefs, the Washington state patrol, the mlitary
departnent, state and local fire chiefs, and state and | ocal energency
managenent directors.

(2) The strategic interoperability executive conmttee is
responsi bl e for energency communi cati on systemassets and the acquiring
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and allocation of enmergency communication frequencies to insure the
interoperability of all enmergency communications systens within the
state.

(3) The legislative accountability and evaluation program wll
inventory and evaluate all state and | ocal governnent-owned energency
commruni cation systens. The joint legislative audit and review
commttee will work in conjunction with the |egislative accountability
and evaluation program committee in researching and devel oping

alternatives that will result in a statew de energency conmunications
plan to be jointly presented to the WAshington state |egislature. An
interimreport will be presented on or before January 31, 2004, wth

the final plan being presented on or before January 31, 2005. Due to
changes forthcom ng fromthe Federal Communi cation Conm ssion, the plan
nmust include two strategic conponents: (a) A short-termplan to insure
t hat enmergency comruni cati on agencies can conmuni cate with each other
in the immedi ate future and that decisions will be short-termor wll
be in support of future Federal Conmunication Comm ssion decisions and
frequency allocations; and (b) a long-term strategic energency
communi cations interoperability plan to insure that all energency
conmmuni cati on agenci es can comuni cate with each other once the future
Federal Comrunication Conm ssion decisions and frequency allocations
are i npl emented. The statew de energency conmuni cations strategic plan
will be used by the strategic interoperability commttee in the
all ocation of frequenci es, pl anni ng, devel opnent, managenent ,
mai nt enance, accountability, and performance of the state's energency
conmuni cati on systens. Existing state systens will be evaluated and
exi sting systens, along with the associated current funding sources
that can be used in the new statew de energency comrunication system
will be transferred to the departnment on a date that is a reasonable
time frame as specified in the statewide interoperability strategic
plan. During the 2003-05 biennium funding for the review of existing
systens and the developnent of the statewide interoperability
communi cations plan will be transferred fromthe enhanced 911 account
under RCW 38.52.540 to the strategic interoperability energency
communi cati ons account created in section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 38.52 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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The strategic interoperability enmergency communications account is
created in the state treasury. Al | receipts for energency
communi cation systens from honeland security, new state-provided
fundi ng, and exi sting state agency energency conmuni cati on fundi ng nust
be deposited in the account. Moneys in the account may be spent only
after appropriation. Expenditures fromthe account may be used for the
review of the existing systens, devel opnent of the statew de strategic
interoperability plan, and the future planning, devel opnent,
managenent, mai ntenance, accountability, and performance of the state's
ener gency communi cati on systens.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 200S3.

~-- END ---
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