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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1223

State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Di ckerson, Kagi, Chase, Cody and Lovi ck)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 05/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to placing jurisdiction over deceased mnors wth
the county coroner; anmendi ng RCW 68.50. 010 and 68.50. 105; and addi ng a
new section to chapter 68.50 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW68.50.010 and 1963 ¢ 178 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The jurisdiction of bodies of all deceased persons who conme to
their death suddenly when in apparent good health w thout nedical
attendance within the thirty-six hours preceding death; or where the
circunstances of death indicate death was caused by wunnatural or
unl awf ul neans; or where death occurs under suspicious circunstances;
or where a coroner's autopsy or post nortem or coroner's inquest is to
be held; or where death results from unknown or obscure causes, or
where death occurs within one year follow ng an accident; or where the
death i s caused by any vi ol ence what soever, or where death results from
a known or suspected abortion; whether self-induced or otherw se; where
deat h apparently results from drowni ng, hangi ng, burns, electrocution,
gunshot wounds, stabs or «cuts, lightning, starvation, radiation,
exposur e, al cohol i sm narcotics or other addictions, t et anus,
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strangul ations, suffocation, or snothering; or where death is due to
premature birth or still birth; or where death is due to a violent
cont agi ous di sease or suspected contagious disease which may be a
public health hazard; or where death results fromalleged rape, carna
know edge, or sodony, where death occurs in a jail or prison; where a
body is found dead or is not clainmed by relatives or friends; or where
the deceased is a mnor, is hereby vested in the county coroner, which
bodi es may be renoved and placed in the norgue under such rules as are
adopted by the coroner with the approval of the county conm ssioners,
having jurisdiction, providing therein how the bodies shall be brought
to and cared for at the norgue and held for the proper identification
where necessary.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 68.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The coroner, nedical examner, or person acting in that
capacity shall pronptly notify the departnent of social and health
services of any instances in which the coroner, nedical exam ner, or
person acting in that capacity has received notice of a mnor's death.

(2) Nothing in this section creates a duty on the part of the
departnent to investigate the circunstances of a child' s death or
otherwi se provide child protective services beyond that required by
chapter 26.44 RCW

(3) Nothing in this section requires the departnent to keep a
record of all mnors on which they have received a notice of death.
The departnent shall keep a record only when it is determ ned that
abuse or neglect caused or contributed to the child s death, or when
the case involves a mnor for whomthe departnent has previously had an
open child protection or child wel fare case.

Sec. 3. RCW68.50.105 and 1987 ¢ 331 s 58 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Reports and records of autopsies or post nortens shall be
confidential, except that the foll owm ng persons may exam ne and obtain
copi es of any such report or record: The personal representative of
the decedent as defined in RCW 11.02.005, any famly nenber, the
attending physician, the prosecuting attorney or |aw enforcenent
agencies having jurisdiction, public health officials, the departnent
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of social and health services in cases involving the death of any m nor
where abuse or neglect of the child may have caused or contributed to
his or her death or in cases involving any mnor for whom the
departnent has an open child protection or child welfare case or has
had an open child protection or child welfare case in the year
preceding the death of the child, or to the departnent of [|abor and
industries in cases in which it has an interest under RCW 68.50. 103.

(2) If an investigation is initiated by the departnent of social
and health services, the departnent may share coroner's or nedica
examiner's docunents wth the investigators as part of the
i nvestigation process.

(3) The coroner, the nmedical exam ner, or the attending physician
shall, upon request, neet with the famly of the decedent to discuss
the findings of the autopsy or post nortem For the purposes of this
section, the term"famly" nmeans the surviving spouse, or any child,
parent, grandparent, grandchild, brother, or sister of the decedent, or
any person who was guardi an of the decedent at the tine of death.

--- END ---
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