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HOUSE BI LL 1008

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Mrris, D ckerson, Kagi, Conway, Lovick, Linville,
Chase, Anderson, O Brien, Kenney and MDernott

Prefiled 12/30/2002. Read first tinme 01/13/2003. Referred to
Comm ttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to the creation of a license plate enblem to
benefit orca whal e research; adding a new section to chapter 77.12 RCW
addi ng a new section to chapter 43.300 RCW and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the popul ati on of
certain pods of orca whales had peaked at ninety-nine in 1995, but
since that tine the nunber of these whal es has dropped to seventy-eight
in 2001. Monitoring the status and the dynam cs affecting these whal es
is inportant because as top predators within their environnent, they
act as an inportant indicator of the health of prey species such as
sal non. The legislature finds that the creation of an orca whale
enblem that will affix to a vehicle license plate wll appeal to
citizens interested in supporting orca whal e research.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 77.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Any person may purchase an orca whale research enblem for
display on vehicle license plates in the manner described by the
departnent. The enblens shall be designed to be affixed to a vehicle
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license nunber plate by pressure-sensitive adhesive so as not to
obscure the plate identification nunbers or letters. The departnent,
after consulting with the Washington state patrol, shall determ ne
whet her the enblenms use fully reflectorized materials designed to
provide visibility at night.

(2) The whale nmuseum |l ocated in Friday Harbor, Wshington, shal
sel ect the design of the orca whale research enbl em

(3) The comm ssion shall adopt fees to be charged by the depart nment
for enblens issued by the departnent wunder this section. The
departnment shall seek to establish agreenments wth businesses and
nonprofit organizations to conduct the sales of orca whale research
enblens. All sales by the departnent shall be in bulk to businesses
and nonprofit organizations for subsequent sale to the general public.
The fee for each orca whale research enblemissued under this section
shall be in an amount sufficient to offset the costs of production of
the enblens and the adm nistration of that program by the departnent,
and to cover the costs incurred by the departnment to admnister the
grant program established in section 3 of this act, not to exceed a
total fee of twenty-five dollars per enblem The comm ssion nmay adopt
rules to inplenment this section, including the setting of fees.

(4) The orca whale research account is created in the custody of
the state treasurer. All receipts by the departnent fromthe issuance
of orca whale research enblens under this section shall be deposited
into this account. Expenditures fromthe account may be used only for
the costs of production of orca whale research enblens and
adm ni stration of the programby the departnent, with the bal ance used
only by the departnent for orca whale research in accordance wth
section 3 of this act. Only the director or the director's designee
may aut hori ze expenditures fromthe account. The account is subject to
al | ot ment procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but no appropriation is
required for expenditures.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A newsection is added to chapter 43. 300 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall admnister a grant program for orca whale
research by Washington state researchers for J-K-L whal epods in the
Salish sea. Funding for the program shall come from sales of orca
whal e research enblens pursuant to section 2 of this act. The

HB 1008 p. 2



D 01~ W DN PP

departnent nust award research grants under this section through a
conpetitive request-for-proposal process. The departnent shall devel op
and adopt policies to establish an application process for the grants,
criteria to evaluate the applications, and to nonitor the activities of
grant recipients. The departnment may adopt rules necessary to
i npl enment the grant program established in this section.

~-- END ---
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