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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description:  Providing nonagricultural commercial and retail uses that support and sustain
agricultural operations on designated agricultural lands of long-term significance.

Sponsors:  Senators Hewitt, Haugen, Mulliken, Rasmussen and Parlette.

Senate Committee on Land Use & Planning
House Committee on Local Government

Background:  Along with conserving productive agricultural land, the state's Growth
Management Act requires maintaining and enhancing agricultural industries.

Summary:  Agricultural zoning, which must limit density and restrict nonfarm uses, can allow
accessory uses that support, promote, or sustain agricultural operations and production.

Such accessory uses must not interfere with natural resource land uses and must be accessory
to the growing of crops or raising of animals.  Those of a commercial or retail nature must
predominately involve regional agricultural products and products derived from them,
experiences related to agriculture, or products produced on site.  New or existing buildings
together with parking and other supportive uses are allowed for the purpose of operating
accessory uses, but they must be consistent with the size and scale of agricultural buildings on
the site and must not otherwise convert land to nonagricultural uses.

Accessory uses can include compatible commercial or retail uses, such as storage; production,
sales, and marketing of value-added agricultural products; sources of supplemental on-farm
income that supports the agricultural use; support services for production, marketing, and
distribution of agricultural products; and sales and marketing of regional agricultural products
and experiences, locally made art and crafts, and their ancillary retail activities.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 49 0
House 95 0

Effective:  June 10, 2004
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