
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5258

As of February 27, 2003

Title: An act relating to commercial bottom trawling.

Brief Description: Prohibiting commercial bottom trawling in certain geographic areas.

Sponsors: Senators Haugen and Oke.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Parks, Fish & Wildlife: 3/3/03.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON PARKS, FISH & WILDLIFE

Staff: Kari Guy (786-7437)

Background: Commercial bottom trawling for food fish and shellfish is currently prohibited
in Hood Canal and in all waters south and east of Whidbey Island. Bottom trawl gear is
defined by Department of Fish and Wildlife rule as a cone or funnel-shaped net which is
towed through the water, in which some part of the net contacts the seabed.

Summary of Bill: The ban on bottom trawling is extended to all waters of Puget Sound east
of Port Angeles.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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