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Brief Description: Regulating disposition of returned license plates.

Sponsors: Senate Committee on Highways & Transportation (originally sponsored by
Senators Schmidt, Kohl-Welles, Esser, Finkbeiner, Rossi, Horn and Winsley).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

· Authorizes the Department of Licensing (DOL) to provide used license plates to
individuals who request a plate for non-vehicular uses.

· The DOL may charge a fee of up to $5 per used plated to recover their costs for
postage and handling.

Hearing Date: 4/3/03

Staff: Reema Griffith (786-7301).

Background:

Currently when license plates are no longer usable or are replaced, the owner may return the
plates to the Department of Licensing (DOL). If returned plates are destroyed or defaced,
the DOL will give the used plates to the Department of General Administration for recycling.
But, if the used plates are in good condition, the DOL will remove the tabs and use them to
give to collectors, school children and others who request license plates for non-vehicular
uses. The DOL does not honor requests for returned or surrendered specialty license plates,
such as the disabled veteran plate or the disabled parking plate, because many of those plates
carry benefits or privileges that may be illegally taken advantage of.

Summary of Bill:

The DOL is authorized to provide used, returned license plates to individuals who request a
plate for non-vehicular uses.

The DOL is authorized to charge a fee of up to $5 per license plate to cover their costs for
postage and handling. The DOL may waive the fee for plates used in educational projects.

House Bill Analysis SSB 5600- 1 -



Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on April 1, 2003.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is
passed.
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