HOUSE BILL REPORT
HB 2649

As Reported by House Committee On:
Transportation

Title: An act relating to the population thresholds for membership of the county road
administration board.

Brief Description: Adjusting population thresholds for membership on the county road
administration board.

Sponsors: Representative Murray; by request of County Road Administration Board.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:
Transportation: 2/4/04, 2/5/04 [DP].

Brief Summary of Bill

*  Restores membership to the County Road Administration Board in same
proportions as originally intended.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 29 members. Representatives Murray, Chair;
Rockefeller, Vice Chair; Simpson, G., Vice Chair; Ericksen, Ranking Minority Member;
Jarrett, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Armstrong, Bailey, Campbell, Clibborn,
Cooper, Dickerson, Edwards, Flannigan, Hankins, Hatfield, Hudgins, Kristiansen, Lovick,
Mielke, Morris, Nixon, Rodne, Romero, Schindler, Shabro, Sullivan, Wallace, Wood and
Woods.

Staff: Jeff Doyle (786-7322).
Background:

The County Road Administration Board (CRAB) was created by the Legislature in 1965 to
provide statutory oversight of Washington's 39 county road departments. The agency is
funded from the portion of the counties fuel tax that is withheld for state supervision, and from a
small portion of the two grant programs that it administers. The agency is governed by anine
member board which meets quarterly and is comprised of six county commissioners/
council-members and three county engineers. Current law requires that three board members
be from counties with a population of 125,000 or more; four board members must be from
counties with a population of 12,000 to 125,000; and two board members must be from
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counties with a population of less than 12,000. This effectively establishes three groupings of
counties: small, mid-size and large. No county may have more than one member appointed to
the CRAB.

Popul ation increases since 1965 (when the original three groupings were created) have
resulted in a disproportional representation on the board.

Summary of Bill:

The population threshold for small countiesis raised from 12,000 to 20,000. The result is that
Asotin, Klickitat, Adams and San Juan counties are grouped with the small county group,
instead of the mid-sized county group. Membership of the CRAB isrestored to reflect the
original proportional representation anong member counties.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is
passed.

Testimony For: Thiswill restore the balanced representation on the County Road
Administration Board.

Testimony Against: None.
Persons Testifying: Walt Olsen, County Road Administration Board.
Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.
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