5630-S

Sponsor(s): Senate Committee on Health & Long-Term Care (originally
sponsored by Senators Costa, Thibaudeau, Deccio, Winsley, Rasmussen
and Kohl-Welles)

Brief Description: Reimbursing nursing homes for direct care costs.

SB 5630-S - DIGEST

(DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)

Finds that absent changes to the nursing home case mix
reimbursement system for direct care costs, unintended consequences
of the system scheduled to be implemented in the 2001-2003 biennium
could negatively impact the quality of care required by nursing
home residents. In order to assure that unanticipated rate
reductions resulting in lowered staffing levels do not occur, the
legislature finds that a delay in further implementation is
warranted while the legislature examines these issues and makes
necessary corrections to the system.

Creates the joint legislative task force on the nursing home
reimbursement system.

Charges the task force with reviewing the extent to which the
reimbursement rates relate to the level of acuity and needs of the
patients served, encourage nursing home providers to staff
appropriately to those demonstrated needs, and allow providers to
both recruit and retain staff necessary to providing high quality
patient care in a cost-effective manner.

Requires the task force to complete its review and submit its
recommendations in the form of a report to the legislature by
December 1, 2001.



