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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Changing provisions relating to criminal history background checks by state
agencies.

Sponsors: Senators Prentice and Winsley; by request of Gambling Commission and Liquor
Control Board.

Senate Committee on Labor, Commerce & Financial Institutions
House Committee on Commerce & Labor

Background: The commercial operation of gambling activities and the sale of alcoholic
beverages require a license from the state Gambling Commission or the Liquor Control
Board. The Gambling Commission and the Liquor Control Board conduct criminal history
background checks on their license applicants. One of the resources for these background
checks is the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) data base.

The FBI recently completed a review of Washington State statutes and is requiring that they
specifically reference national checks in order to properly authorize the use of FBI records
in the screening of license applicants. The FBI has established a deadline for compliance of
May 1, 2002, for statutory compliance with federal law. Without compliance, the state
agencies would not have access to the FBI information after that date.

Summary: The powers and duties section of the Gambling Commission statute is amended
to expressly authorize national criminal history background checks. National checks require
fingerprints to be submitted to the FBI. The commission must adopt rules to determine which
persons named on the license application are subject to the national criminal history checks.

The Liquor Control Board is expressly authorized to utilize the FBI for criminal history
background checks of license applicants. Submissions to the FBI must be accompanied by
fingerprints of the applicant. The same provision is added to the surviving spouse of a
licensee, who under current law is allowed to have the license of their deceased spouse
transferred to them if certain conditions are met.

The rule-making authority of the Liquor Control Board is amended to authorize the adoption
of rules to implement national checks using the FBI system. The fingerprinting requirement
is also included in this rule-making section.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 47 0
House 93 0

Effective: June 13, 2002
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