SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5061

As Passed Senate, March 12, 2001

Title: An act relating to awarding contracts for building engineering systems.
Brief Description: Awarding contracts for building engineering systems.
Sponsors: Senators Winsley and Patterson.

Brief History:

Committee Activity: State & Local Government: 2/19/01, 3/5/01 [DP].
Passed Senate: 3/12/01, 47-0.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON STATE & LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Majority Report: Do pass.
Signed by Senators Patterson, Chair; Fairley, Vice Chair; Gardner, Hale, Haugen, Horn,
Kline, McCaslin, Roach, T. Sheldon and Swecker.

Staff: Eugene Green (786-7405)

Background: Except for public bodies authorized to utilize the design-build procedure of
public works contracting, it is not clear that state agencies or local governments may award
contracts of any value for the design, fabrication, and installation of building engineering
systems.

Summary of Bill: A state agency or local government may award contracts of any value for
the design, fabrication, and installation of building engineering systems by: (a) using a
competitive bidding process or a request for proposal process where bidders are required to
provide final specifications and a bid price, with the final specification of the building
engineering system approved by an appropriate design, engineering and/or public regulatory
body; or (b) using a competitive building process where bidders are required to provide final
specifications as part of a larger project, with the final specifications of the building
engineering system portion of the project approved by an appropriate design, engineering
and/or public regulatory body. The provisions of law regarding contracts for architecture and
engineering services do not apply.

Building engineering systems— means those systems where contracts for the systems
customarily have been awarded with a requirement that the contractor provide final approved
specifications (e.g., fire alarm systems, building sprinkler systems).

Local government— means any county, city, town, school district, or other special (purpose)
district, municipal corporation, or quasi-municipal corporation.

State agency— means the Department of General Administration, the State Parks and
Recreation Commission, the Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Department of Natural
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Resources, any institution of higher education, and any other state agency delegated authority
by the Department of General Administration.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
Testimony For: The bill gives us back a tool we used to have. It once again allows us to
contract for systems with a requirement that the contractor provide final approved
specifications (such as a sprinkler system).

Testimony Against: None.

Testified: Maris Grobins, Department of General Administration.
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