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SB 6740
Brief Description: Authorizing irrigation districts to accept various methods of payment.

Sponsors: Senators Rasmussen, Swecker, Shin and Parlette.

Brief Summary of Bill

· Allows treasurers selected by irrigation districts, not just the county treasurer acting as
the district’s treasurer, to accept payments by credit card and other electronic means.

Hearing Date: 2/25/02

Staff: Kenneth Hirst (786-7105).

Background:

The county treasurer of the county in which the office of an irrigation district is located is
the ex officio treasurer of the district. However, within certain limitations, an irrigation
district may choose some other person with experience in financial or fiscal matters as the
treasurer of the district. (RCW 87.03.440.)

A county treasurer may accept credit cards, charge cards, debit cards, smart cards or other
electronic communication for any payment due the county. A person desiring to pay taxes or
payments related to taxes by electronic means bears the cost of processing the transaction in
an amount determined by the treasurer. The treasurer’s determination must be based on the
costs incurred by the treasurer and may not exceed the additional direct costs incurred by the
county to accept the specific form of payment used by the payer.

The legislative authority of a county may allow payments without a processing charge for
specific categories of payments not related to taxes. (RCW 36.29.190.)

Summary of Bill:

Irrigation districts that have designated their own treasurers may accept credit cards, charge
cards, debit cards, smart cards, other electronic communication for any payment due the
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districts.
A payer desiring to pay district assessments or payments related to the assessments by
electronic means bears the cost of processing the transaction in an amount determined by the
treasurer. The treasurer’s determination must be based on the costs incurred by the treasurer
and may not exceed the additional direct costs incurred by the district to accept the specific
form of payment used by the payer.

The district’s the board of directors may allow payments without a processing charge for
specific categories of non-assessment payments.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not Requested.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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