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Brief Description: Authorizing adoption of rules to implement medical marijuana law.

Sponsors: By Senate Committee on Health & Long-Term Care (originally sponsored by
Senator Kohl-Welles).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

For the purposes of the 1998 Medical Marijuana Initiative, the Department of Health
is authorized to define by rule the possession of no more marijuana than is necessary
for a qualified patient’s personal, medical use, not exceeding the amount necessgry
for a 60-day supply.

Hearing Date: 3/20/01
Staff: John Welsh (786-7133).
Background:

In November 1998, voters approved Initiative 692 authorizing the use of marijuana for
medical purposes, subject to certain conditions. Physicians, primary care givers, and
patients with a qualifying diagnosis who comply with the requirements of the law are
exempt from criminal sanctions for violating the state Controlled Substances Act.

Physicians are authorized to adivse patients suffering from a terminal or debilitating

illness, such as cancer, HIV disease, glaucoma, multiple sclerosis, spasticity disorders, and
intractable pain, about the risks and benefits of marijuana in their medical treatment. If

the physician determines that the benefits outweigh the risks, the physician may state this
in the patient’'s medical record, and provide a copy of the documentation to the patient.

A patient may possess no more than a 60-day supply of marijuana solely for personal use

for the indicated medical purpose. The law does not provide a state agency with
interpretive rule-making authority to implement provisions of the law.
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Summary of Bill:

The Department of Health is authorized to determine by rule the amount of marijuana
necessary for the patient’s personal, medical use, not exceeding a 60-day supply. The
department shall consider any guidelines established by the United States Department of
Health and Human Services in its administration of the federal investigational new drug
program for medical marijuana.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not Requested.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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