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Brief Description: Paying for health care services.

Sponsors: Representatives Benson, Mulliken, Bush, Ahern, Roach, Morell, Mcintire,
Upthegrove, Cody and Conway.

Brief Summary of Bill

Participating health care providers are prohibited from asking a patient to pay mofe
than the copay or deductible set by the health carrier until the carrier notifies the
provider and patient in writing that no further payment will be made.

Hearing Date: 2/7/02

Staff: Dave Knutson (786-7146).

Background:

In some cases, consumers have been asked to pay for services rendered when there is a
dispute between a health carrier and a health care provider over carrier payment to the
provider.

Summary of Bill:

Participating health care providers are prohibited from asking a patient to pay more than the
copay or deductible set by the health carrier until the carrier notifies the provider and patient
in writing that no further payment will be made.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not Requested.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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