
HOUSE BILL REPORT
HB 2096

As Reported by House Committee On:
Local Government & Housing

Title: An act relating to assistance for low-income residential utility customers.

Brief Description: Authorizing water-sewer districts to engage in general fund-raising for
programs for low-income customers.

Sponsors: Representatives Dunshee, Mulliken, Santos and Schual-Berke.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

Local Government & Housing: 2/26/01 [DP].

Brief Summary of Bill

· Authorizes a water-sewer district to engage in general fund-raising activities for
the purpose of enhancing contributions to low-income utility assistance
programs.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT & HOUSING

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 11 members: Representatives Dunshee,
Democratic Co-Chair; Mulliken, Republican Co-Chair; Mielke, Republican Vice Chair;
Berkey, Crouse, DeBolt, Dunn, Edmonds, Hatfield, Jarrett and Kirby.

Staff: Scott MacColl (786-7106).

Background:

Water-sewer districts may include with its billing statements a request for voluntary
contributions to assist low-income customers in paying their bills. Funds must be used
solely to supplement low-income residential customers in paying their bills. All funds
must be deposited with either the local agency that administers the federally funded
energy assistance program in the district, or with a charitable organization within the
district.

The local agency or charitable organization is responsible for determining who is
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qualified to receive funds, the amount of assistance provided, and for the disbursement of
all assistance. Where possible, the district is to be paid through the assistance program
on behalf of the customer. Funds available through this program don’t reduce the
amount of assistance available for customers through the federally funded energy
assistance programs. The local agency or charitable organization is required to submit to
the district a quarterly report regarding the program.

Contributions received under these programs implemented by a water-sewer district is not
considered a commingling of funds.

Summary of Bill:

Water-Sewer districts are authorized to engage in fund raising activities to enhance
contributions to programs that assist low-income utility customers in paying their bills.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not Requested.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Testimony For: None.

Testimony Against: None.

Testified: None.
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