6675-S
Sponsor (s): Senat e Comm ttee on Ener gy, Technol ogy &
Tel ecommuni cations (originally sponsored by Senators Brown,
Hochstatter, Hargrove, Costa and Sheahan; by request of Governor
Locke)

Brief Description: Allowng public utility districts and rural port
districts to provide tel ecomunications services.

SB 6675-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Aut hori zes public utility districts and rural port districts
to provide tel econmuni cations services.

Makes t he foll ow ng findi ngs: (1) Access to
tel ecommuni cations facilities and services is essential to the
econom ¢ wel |l -being of both rural and urban areas.

(2) Many persons and entities, particularly in rural areas, do
not have adequate access to teleconmunications facilities and
servi ces.

(3) Public utility districts and rural port districts may be
wel | -positioned to construct and operate telecommunications
facilities.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 6675-S
March 23, 2000
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of WAshi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:
| amreturning herewith, w thout ny approval as to sections 4
and 8, Substitute Senate Bill No. 6675 entitled:
"AN ACT Relating to the provision of telecommunications
services by public wutility districts and rural port

districts;"

This bill gives public utility districts and rural port
districts express authority to be whol esal ers of tel ecommuni cati ons
services within their districts. | support this legislation as a

key step in pronoting advanced tel ecommunications facilities and
services in underserved areas of Wshi ngton

Sections 4 and 8 of the bill would inpose overly restrictive
requirenents on public utility and rural port districts before
financi ng or constructing tel ecommunications facilities, and woul d
not significantly inprove accountability. | strongly support the
goal of ensuring accountability to the public. However, | believe
that sonme of the requirenents of sections 4 and 8 could inpair
districts’ current activities and significantly conplicate or del ay
the facilities and services that our rural areas so urgently need.

| fully expect that public utility and port districts wll
respond appropriately to requests for information from the
Legi sl ature regardl ess of any statutory requirenent to do so.

For these reasons, | have vetoed sections 4 and 8 of
Substitute Senate Bill No. 6675.



Wth the exception of sections 4 and 8, Substitute Senate Bill
No. 6675 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



