6555
Sponsor(s): Senators Long, Hargrove, Patterson, Costa, Eide,
W nsl ey and Kohl - Wl | es

Brief Description: Odering a study of evaluations of children
needi ng |l ong-term care.

SB 6555. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Provides that the secretary shall, by region, report to the
| egi sl ature on the foll ow ng using aggregate data every si x nonths
begi nni ng Decenber 31, 2000: (1) The nunber of chil dren eval uated
during the first thirty days of placenent;

(2) the tool or tools used to eval uate children, includingthe
content of the tool and the nethod by which the tool was vali dat ed;

(3) the findings fromthe evaluation regarding the children’s
needs;

(4) how the departnent used the results of the evaluation to
provi de services to the foster child to neet his or her needs; and

(5) whether and how the evaluation results assisted the
departnent in providing appropriate services to the child, matching
the child with an appropriate care provider early onin the child s
pl acenent and achieving the child s permanency plan in a tinely
fashi on.

Requi res each regi on of the departnment to nake the appropriate
nunber of referrals to the foster care assessnent programto ensure
that the services offered by the program are used to the extent
funded pursuant to the departnment’s contract wwth the program The
departnent shall report to the | egi slature by Novenber 30, 2000, on
the nunber of referrals, by region, to the foster care assessnent
program |If the regions are not referring an adequate nunber of
cases to the program the departnent shall include inits report an
expl anation of what action it is or has taken to ensure that the
referrals are adequate.

Directs the departnment to report to the legislature by
Decenber 15, 2000, on how it will use the foster care assessnent
program nodel to assess children as they enter out-of-honme care.

Decl ares that the departnent is to acconplish the tasks |isted
inthis act within existing resources.



